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Gary Dorrien
Reinhold Niebuhr Professor of Social Ethics, Union Theological Seminary 

Professor of Religion, Columbia University 
Birthdate: March 21, 1952
Marital: Widower (Married to Brenda L. Biggs from 1979 to 2000)
Children: Sara Biggs Dorrien, born January 2, 1986
Ordination: Ordained to Episcopal priesthood, December 18, 1982
Previous Position: Parfet Distinguished Professor, Kalamazoo College

EDUCATION

B.A., Summa Cum Laude, Alma College 1974; M.Div., Union Theological Seminary 1978; 
M.A., Princeton Theological Seminary 1979; Th.M., Princeton Theological Seminary 
1979; Ph.D., Union Graduate School 1989, D.Litt., MacMurray College, 2005; D.D., 
Trinity College 2010. 

BOOKS

Logic and Consciousness: The Dialectics of Mind, Hastings Press, 1985.

The Democratic Socialist Vision, Rowman & Littlefield, 1986.

Reconstructing the Common Good: Theology and the Social Order, Orbis Books, 1990, 1992; 
Wipf and Stock, 2008. 

The Neoconservative Mind: Politics, Culture, and the War of Ideology, Temple University 
Press, 1993, 1994.
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Soul in Society: The Making and Renewal of Social Christianity, Fortress Press, 1995.

The Word as True Myth: Interpreting Modern Theology, Westminster John Knox Press, 1997.

The Remaking of Evangelical Theology, Westminster John Knox Press, 1998.

The Barthian Revolt in Modern Theology: Theology Without Weapons, Westminster John 
Knox Press, 2000.

The Making of American Liberal Theology: Imagining Progressive Religion, 1805-1900, 
Westminster John Knox Press, 2001. 

The Making of American Liberal Theology: Idealism, Realism and Modernity, 1900-1950, 
Westminster John Knox Press, 2003.

Imperial Designs: Neoconservatism and the New Pax Americana, Routledge, 2004.

The Making of American Liberal Theology: Crisis, Irony and Postmodernity, 1950-2005, 
Westminster John Knox Press, 2006.

Social Ethics in the Making: Interpreting an American Tradition, Wiley-Blackwell, 2009, 2010.

Economy, Difference, Empire: Social Ethics for Social Justice, Columbia University Press, 
2010.  

The Obama Question: A Progressive Perspective, Rowman & Littlefield, 2012. 

Kantian Reason and Hegelian Spirit: The Idealistic Logic of Modern Theology, Wiley-
Blackwell, 2012.

The New Abolition: W. E. B. Du Bois and the Black Social Gospel, Yale University Press, 2015. 

ARTICLES, BOOK CHAPTERS AND REVIEW

“Blessed Rage for Order,” review of Blessed Rage for Order: The New Pluralism in Theology, 
by David Tracy, Union Seminary Quarterly Review, Winter 1978.

“Voodoo Morality: A New Right Apology,” review of Wealth and Poverty, by George 
Gilder, Sojourners, February 1981.

“The Carrot and the Stick: Two Views of Corporate Power,” review of Friendly Fascism: 
The New Face of Power in America, by Bertram Gross, and Trilateralism: The 
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Trilateral Commission and Elite Planning for World Management, Holly Sklar, ed., 
Sojourners, June 1981.

“Christian Realism and Liberation Theology,” review of Christian Realism and Liberation 
Theology: Practical Theologies in Creative Conflict, by Dennis McCann, Religious 
Socialism, Winter 1982.

“Women in Western Political Thought,” review of Women in Western Political Thought, by 
Susan Moller Okin, Religious Socialism, Winter 1982. 

“The Illusion of Growth,” review of America's Impasse: The Rise and Fall of the Politics of 
Growth, by Alan Wolfe, Sojourners, June 1982.

“Confrontation With the Void: Transformational Experience and Christian Truth,” 
review of The Transforming Moment, by James Loder, Sojourners, February 1983.

“Episcopalians Discover Peace,” Christianity and Crisis, June 13, 1983.

“Arguments Within English Marxism,” review of Arguments Within English Marxism, by 
Perry Anderson, Religious Socialism, Fall 1983.

“Commitment to Peace: The Episcopal Peace Fellowship,” The Albany Churchman, 
November/December 1983.

“A School of Humility: Liberation Theology and Christian Political Ethics,” review of 
Toward a Christian Political Ethics, by José Míguez Bonino, Sojourners, December 
1983.

“Theology from the Marginalized,” review of The Power of the Poor in History: Selected 
Writings, by Gustavo Gutierrez, Sojourners, February 1984.

“All in the Family,” Christianity and Crisis, June 25, 1984.

“The Incarnation in Modern Theology,” Theological Soundings, July 1984.

“Theology After Freud: A Review Essay,” review of Psychoanalytic Object Relations 
Theory and the Study of Religion, by H. John McDargh, and Object Relations in 
Psychoanalytic Theory, by Jay R. Greenberg and Stephen A. Mitchell, Theological 
Soundings, July 1984.

“A Green Kind of Politics,” review of Green Politics: The Global Promise, by Fritjof Capra 
and Charlene Spretnak, Sojourners, September 1984.
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“A Case for Economic Democracy,” review of Rebuilding America: A Blueprint for the New 
Economy, by Gar Alperovitz and Jeff Faux, Sojourners, January 1985.

“The Other America - 1985: The Deepening Roots of Poverty,” review of The New 
American Poverty, by Michael Harrington, Sojourners, February 1985.

“What Is Socialism?,” Religious Socialism, Spring 1985.

“The Destruction of Memory,” review of The Quality of Mercy: Cambodia, Holocaust and 
Modern Conscience, by William Shawcross, Sojourners, June 1985.

“The Sad Fact of U.S. History,” review of Unmanifest Destiny: Mayhem and Illusion in 
American Foreign Policy, by T. D. Allman, Sojourners, July 1985.

“Blaming the Poor for Poverty: American Resentment of Welfare,” review of Losing 
Ground: American Social Policy, 1950-1980, by Charles Murray, Sojourners, January 
1986.

“Endless Intervention: The Tragedy of U.S. Foreign Policy,” review of Endless Enemies: 
The Making of An Unfriendly World, by Jonathan Kwitny, Sojourners, May 1986.

“The Democratic Socialist Vision,” Religious Socialism, Summer 1987.

“Visions of Democracy: Alternatives to the National Security State,” review of The 
Common Good: Its Politics, Policies and Philosophy, by Marcus Raskin, Sojourners, 
January 1987.

“Post-Liberal, Post-Nuclear,” review of Against the Nations: War and Survival in a Liberal 
Society, by Stanley Hauerwas, Sojourners, June 1987.

“Theology Bashing,” review of Will It Liberate?: Questions About Liberation Theology, by 
Michael Novak, Dissent, Spring 1988.

“Liberal Socialism and the Legacy of the Social Gospel,” Cross Currents, Fall 1989.

Review of Economic Life: Process Interpretations and Critical Responses, W. Widick 
Schroeder and Franklin I. Gamwell, eds., The Journal of Religion, July 1990.

“Economic Democracy: Common Goal for Liberation Movements?,” Christianity and 
Crisis, September 10, 1990.

“Economic Democracy and the Language of Faith, “ Religious Socialism, Winter 1990.
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Review of Liberty and Culture: Essays on the Idea of a Free Society, by Tibor R. Machan, 
Religious Studies Review, January 1991.

“Discovering the Spiritual: An Introduction to the Literature of Religion and Socialism,” 
Democratic Left, January/February 1992.

Review of The Moral Imagination and Public Life: Raising the Ethical Question, by Thomas 
W. McCollough, Religious Studies Review, July 1992.

Review of Acts of Compassion: Caring for Others and Helping Ourselves, by Robert 
Wuthnow, Journal of the American Academy of Religion, Spring 1993.

“Norman Thomas,” Chapter 29 in The American Radical, Mary Jo Buhle, Paul Buhle and 
Harvey J. Kaye, eds., Routledge, 1994.

Review of Sins of Omission: A Primer on Moral Indifference, by S. Dennis Ford, Critical 
Review of Books in Religion, 1993, Volume 6, 1994.

Review of Faith, Power, and Politics: Political Ministry in Mainline Churches, by Audrey 
Chapman, The Journal of Religion, January 1994.

“Michael Harrington: Champion of Democratic Socialism,” Part Six, Chapter 7 in 
Leaders From the 1960s, David DeLeon, ed., Greenwood Press, 1994.

“All Right I: Dorrien on Allitt,” review of Catholic Intellectuals and Conservative Politics in 
America, by Patrick Allitt, Cross Currents, Fall 1994.

“Failure of a Dream?: Liberal Democracy and the Future of Economic Democracy,” 
Religious Socialism, Winter 1994.

“Beyond State and Market: Christianity and the Future of Economic Democracy,” Cross 
Currents, Summer 1995.

“Spirit in the World: Christianity and the Clash of Interests,” Word & World, Fall 1995.

Review of Dispatches from the Front: Theological Engagements with the Secular, by Stanley 
Hauerwas, The Journal of Religion, October 1995.

Review of The Origins of Walter Rauschenbusch's Social Ethics, by Donovan E. Smucker, 
The Journal of Religion, January 1996.

“Neoliberal, Not Neoconservative,” Cross Currents, Winter 1995-96.
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“Beyond the Twilight of Socialism: Rethinking Economic Democracy,” Harvard Divinity 
Bulletin, Summer 1996.

“The Postmodern Barth?: The Word of God as True Myth,” The Christian Century, April 
2, 1997.

“One Among Many,” review of The One and the Many: America’s Struggle for the Common 
Good, by Martin E. Marty, Harvard Divinity Bulletin, Spring 1997.

Review of Comprehending Power in Christian Social Ethics, by Christine Firer Hinze, 
Theology Today, July 1997.

“Communitarianism, Christian Realism, and the Crisis of Progressive Christianity,” 
Cross Currents, Fall 1997.

Review of A Future for Socialism?: Political Theory and the Triumph of Capitalism, by Harold 
Wells, The Journal of Religion, January 1998.

“Inventing an American Conservatism: The Neoconservative Episode,” Chapter 3 in 
Unraveling the Right: The New Conservatism in American Thought and Politics, Amy 
E. Ansell, ed., Westview Publishers, 1998.

Review of From George Wallace to Newt Gingrich: Race in the Conservative 
Counterrevolution, 1963-1994, by Dan T. Carter, Journal of American History, March 
1998.

“From World War to Cold War, Liberalism to Liberationism,” The Christian Century, June 
16-23, 1999.

“Triangulating to the Right: Social Democracy in Europe and the United States,” 
Religious Socialism, Summer 1999.

Forward to The Metaphysics of Cooperation: A Study of F. D. Maurice, by Steven Schroeder, 
Rodopi Press, 1999.

“The Golden Years of Welfare Capitalism: The Twilight of the Giants,” Chapter Eight in 
The Twentieth Century: A Theological Overview, ed. Gregory Baum, Orbis Books, 
1999. 

“Making Sense of Ultimacy: Truths of Experience in Langdon Gilkey’s Theological 
Development,” Chapter One in The Theology of Langdon B. Gilkey, eds. Kyle A 
Pasewark and Jeff B. Pool, Mercer University Press, 1999. 
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“Too Much Irony,” essay-review of For Common Things: Irony, Trust, and Commitment in 
America Today, by Jedediah Purdy, and Soul of a Citizen: Living With Conviction in a 
Cynical Time, by Paul Rogat Loeb, The Christian Century, November 17-24, 1999. 

Review of Reinventing American Protestantism: Christianity in the New Millennium, by 
Donald E. Miller, Journal of the American Academy of Religion, December 1999. 

“Rethinking the Theory and Politics of Christian Socialism,” Democratic Left, January 
2000. 

Review of The Emphatic Christian Center: Reforming Christian Political Practice, by Kyle A. 
Pasewark and Garrett E. Paul, The Christian Century, May 30, 2000.

“The Proximate Good is Gore,” Religious Socialism, Summer 2000.

Review of New Dimensions in Evangelical Thought: Essays in Honor of Millard J. Erickson, 
by David S. Dockery, ed., Pro Ecclesia, Summer 2000.

 Review of Theodore Parker, by David B. Chesebrough, Church History, Fall 2000. 

“Left to the End: The Life and Thought of Michael Harrington,” The Christian Century, 
October 11, 2000.

 “One Among Many,” Chapter Seven, Religion and Values in Public Life, ed. Will Joyner 
and Missy Daniel, Cambridge, MA: President and Fellows of Harvard College, 
2000.

“Theology, Myth and the Word: Variations on Barthian Themes.”  American Baptist 
Quarterly, June 2001.

“A Third Way in Theology?: The Origins of Postliberalism,” The Christian Century, July 
4-11, 2001.

“Truth Claims: The Future of Postliberal Theology,” The Christian Century, July 18-25, 
2001.

“Social Salvation: The Social Gospel as Theology and Economics, “ Chapter Seven, The 
Social Gospel Today, ed. Christopher Evans, Westminster John Knox Press, 2001.

Review of Socialism and Christianity in Early Twentieth Century America, edited by Jacob 
H. Dorn, Journal of American History, Fall 2001.

 “Berger: Theology and Sociology,” Chapter Three, Peter Berger and the Study of Religion, 
eds. Linda Woodhead and David Martin, Routledge, 2001.

!  7



Page �  - Vita of Gary Dorrien8

Review of Suffering Divine Things: Theology as Church Practice, by Reinhard Hütter, Pro 
Ecclesia,Winter 2002.

Review of On Niebuhr: A Theological Study, by Langdon Gilkey, The Journal of Religion, 
July 2002.

"Modernisms in Theology: Interpreting American Liberal Theology, 1805-1955," 
American Journal of Theology and Philosophy, Fall 2002.

"Slime-master: Inside the 'Vast Right-wing Conspiracy,'" Essay-review of Blinded by the 
Right: The Conscience of an Ex-Conservative, by David Brock, The Christian Century, 
November 6-19, 2002.

Review of Jesus, Humanity and the Trinity: A Brief Systematic Theology, by Kathryn Tanner, 
Pro Ecclesia, Winter 2003.

"Axis of One: The 'Unipolarist' Agenda," The Christian Century, March 8, 2003.

Review of Most Moved Mover: A Theology of God's Openness, by Clark Pinnock, 
Interpretation, April 2003

"Occupational Hazards: The U.S. Debate Over Iraq's Future," The Christian Century, May 
3, 2003.

"Imagining Empirical Theology: D. C. Macintosh, Epistemological Realism, and the 
Chicago School of Naturalistic Empiricism," American Journal of Theology and 
Philosophy, May 2003.

"Iraq Just the Start of Drive to U.S.-dominated World Order," Kalamazoo Gazette, July 9, 
2003.

Review of God and Mammon: Protestants, Money, and the Market, 1790-1860, ed. Mark A. 
Noll, Journal of the American Academy of Religion, September 2003.

"Making Theology Metaphysical: Personalist Idealism as a Theological School," 
American Journal of Theology and Philosophy, September 2003.

Review of Personalism: A Critical Introduction, by Rufus Burrow, Jr., American Journal of 
Theology and Philosophy, September 2003.

"The Making of American Liberal Theology: A Response to Ralph Ahlberg," 
Conversations in Religion and Theology, November 2003.

!  8



Page �  - Vita of Gary Dorrien9

“Symbol,” A New Handbook of Christian Theology, eds. Donald W. Musser and Joseph L. 
Price, Nashville: Abingdon Press, 2003.

Review of American Heretic: Theodore Parker and Transcendentalism, by Dean Grodzins, 
Journal of Religion, January 2004.

"Reinhold's Era: Life of a Public Theologian," Essay-review of The Serenity Prayer: Faith 
and Politics in Times of Peace and War, by Elisabeth Sifton, The Christian Century, 24 
February 2004.

"Liberal Theology and the Authority Principle," Religious Socialism, Spring 2004.

"The Politics of a National Crisis," Religious Socialism, Spring 2004.

"The American Spiritual Culture," Essay-review of The American Spiritual Culture and the 
Invention of Jazz, Football and the Movies, by William Dean, American Journal of 
Theology and Philosophy, Spring 2004.

"'Benevolent Global Hegemony': William Kristol and the Politics of American Empire," 
Logos: A Journal of Modern Society & Culture, Spring 2004.

Review of The Lost Soul of American Protestantism, by D. G. Hart, Theology Today, July 
2004.

"Imperial Designs: The American Colossus and the Wars of Empire," Cross Currents, 
Summer 2004.

"Pursuing John F. Kerry: The Elusive Candidate," Christian Century, August 24, 2004.

“Metaphysics, Imagination and Creative Process: Bernard Meland and Chicago School 
Theology,” American Journal of Theology and Philosophy, September 2004. 

Review of William Sloane Coffin, Jr.: A Holy Impatience, by Warren Goldstein, Journal of 
American History, March 2005.

"Mapping the Modern," Christian Century, March 22, 2005.

"John Wright Buckham," "Langdon Gilkey," Dictionary of Modern American Philosophers, 
ed. John R. Shook, Thoemmes Continuum Press, 2005. 

“Consolidating the Empire: Neoconservatism and the Politics of American Empire,” 
Political Theology, October 2005. 

!  9



Page �  - Vita of Gary Dorrien10

Review of William Sloane Coffin, Jr.: A Holy Impatience, by Warren Goldstein, Political 
Theology, October 2005. 

“Imperial Designs: Resisting the Permanent War,” in Heroes of a Different Stripe: How One 
Town Responded to the War in Iraq, by Olga Bonfiglio, Global Visions Press, 2005. 

“Liberal Theology Today: Crisis, Irony, Decline, Renewal, Ambiguity,” Cross Currents, 
Winter 2006.  

 “Theology of Spirit: Personalist Idealism, Nels F. S. Ferré and the Universal 
Word,”American Journal of Theology and Philosophy, January 2006. 

“Nightmare in Iraq: On the Brink of Civil War,” Christian Century, April 4, 2006.

"Social Gospels: Justification, Social Salvation, and Modern Theology," The Gospel of 
Justification in Christ, ed. Wayne C. Stumme, Eerdmans, 2006.

“Grand Illusion: The Costs of War and Empire,” Christian Century, December 26, 2006.

 “Modernism as a Theological Problem: The Theological Legacy of Langdon Gilkey,” 
American Journal of Theology and Philosophy, January 2007. 

“Georgia Harkness: Witness of a Pathbreaking Theologian,” Episcopal Peace Witness, 
Spring 2007. 

“Hope or Hype? The Obama Phenomenon,” Christian Century, May 29, 2007. 

Review of The Civil War as a Theological Crisis, by Mark A. Noll, Journal of American 
History, September 2007.  

Review of Modern Christian Thought: The Twentieth Century, by James C. Livingston and 
Francis Schüssler Fiorenza, Church History, September 2007. 

“After the Surge: Getting Out of Iraq,” Christian Century, October 30, 2007. 

"A Dialogue on Myth Theology,” Mormonism in Dialogue with Contemporary Christian 
Theologies, ed. Donald W. Musser and David L. Paulsen, Mercer University Press, 
2007.

“Rejoinder on Myth Theology,” Mormonism in Dialogue with Contemporary Christian 
Theologies, ed. Donald W. Musser and David L. Paulsen, Mercer University Press, 
2007.

“Stopping the War: Politics, Strategic Options, Ethics,” Episcopal Peace Witness, Fall 2007. 
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“Kingdom Coming: One Hundred Years After Christianity and the Social Crisis,” Christian 
Century, November 27, 2007. 

“Failed Bid to Put the Religion Issue to Rest,” New York Post, December 7, 2007. 

“Evangelical Ironies: Theology, Pluralism, Politics, and Israel,” Uneasy Allies: Evangelical-
Jewish Relations Today, ed. Nancy Isserman, Temple University Press, 2007. 

 “Niebuhr and Graham: Modernity, Complexity, White Supremacism, Justice, 
Ambiguity,” The Legacy of Billy Graham, ed. Michael G. Long, Westminster John 
Knox Press, 2008. 

“Love Divine and Divine Good,” Prayers for a New Social Awakening, ed. Christian Iosso 
and Elizabeth Hinson-Hasty, Westminster John Knox Press, 2008. 

 “Liberal Method, Postmodernity, and Liberal Necessity: On The Making of American 
Liberal Theology, American Journal of Theology and Philosophy, May 2008.

“Social Ethics in the Making: Method, History, White Supremacism, Social Salvation,” 
Reinhold Niebuhr Inaugural Lecture, American Journal of Theology and Philosophy, 
May 2008.

“Liberal Method, Postmodernity, and Liberal Necessity: On The Making of American 
Liberal Theology, Union Seminary Quarterly Review, Spring 2008.

“Social Ethics in the Making: Method, History, White Supremacism, Social Salvation,” 
Reinhold Niebuhr Inaugural Lecture, Union Seminary Quarterly Review, Spring 
2008.

“Imagining Social Justice: Cornel West’s Prophetic Public Intellectualism,” Cross 
Currents, Spring 2008. 

“The Lure and Necessity of Process Theology,” Cross Currents, Summer 2008. 

“For Alternatives to War and Militarism,” To Do Justice: A Guide for Progressive Christians, 
eds. Rebecca Todd Peters and Elizabeth Hinson-Hasty, Westminster John Knox 
Press, 2008. 

“Yes We Can…Change the Subject?” PBS Religion and Ethics Newsweekly: One Nation, 
August 26, 2008.

“Party Unity and Convention Timidity,” PBS Religion and Ethics Newsweekly: One Nation, 
August 27, 2008. 
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 “Visible Man Rising,” PBS Religion and Ethics Newsweekly: One Nation, September 2, 
2008. 

“Impulsive Distractions,” PBS Religion and Ethics Newsweekly: One Nation, September 3, 
2008. 

“What Kind of Country?” PBS Religion and Ethics Newsweekly: One Nation, October 3, 
2008. 

“What Kind of Foreign Policy?” PBS Religion and Ethics Newsweekly: One Nation, October 
28, 2008. 

“On Metaphysics, Schools of Thought, and Liberal Theology,” Conversations in Religion 
and Theology, November 2008. 

Review of Liberal Theology: A Radical Vision, by Peter C. Hodgson, Journal of Religion, Fall 
2008.

“The Crisis and Necessity of Liberal Theology,” American Journal of Theology and 
Philosophy, January 2009.

“Taking Social Investment Seriously,” Tikkun, January/February 2009. 

 “The Chicago School of Theology,” Encyclopedia of the Bible and Its Reception, Walter de 
Gruyter, 2009. 

 “Niebuhrian in the White House,” The Immanent Frame, April 2009. 

“A Case for Economic Democracy,” Tikkun, May/June 2009. 

“Dilemmas of American Empire: Can Obama Pull off a Game-Changer in Iraq, Iran, and 
Afghanistan?” Religion Dispatches, June 22, 2009.

“Is the Economic Crisis a Sin?” Newsweek, July 10, 2009.

“Health Care Fix: The Role of a Public Option,” Christian Century, July 14, 2009. 

“Dialectics of Difference: Barth, Whitehead, Modern Theology, and the Uses of 
Worldviews,” American Journal of Theology and Philosophy, September 2009.

“Christian Realism: Reinhold Niebuhr’s Theology, Ethics, and Politics,” Reinhold 
Niebuhr Revisited: Engagements with an American Original, ed. Daniel Rice, 
Eerdmans, 2009.
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“Society as the Subject of Redemption: The Relevance of the Social Gospel,” Tikkun, 
November/December 2009. 

“Commonwealth Economics: Christian Socialism as Tradition and Problem,” Tikkun, 
January/February 2010. 

“The Lure of Love Divine: Mystery, Spirit, Process, Liberation,” Tikkun, March/April 
2010. 

“Michael Harrington and the ‘Left Wing of the Possible,’” Cross Currents, Summer 2010. 

“Turbo-Capitalism, Economic Crisis, and Economic Democracy,” Anglican Theological 
Review, Fall 2010.

“The Chicago School of Theology,” The Encyclopedia of the Bible and Its Reception, Fall 
2010 

“The Ends of Wealth and the Divine Economy: An Ecumenical Christian Understanding 
of Economy in a Time of Economic Crisis,” National Council of Churches Policy 
Statement, co-authored with Christian Iosso, Fall 2010.

“Protestant Liberalism,” Encyclopedia of Religion in America, ed. Charles Lippy and Peter 
Williams, CQ Press.

“Hegelian Spirit in Question: The Idealistic Spirit of Liberal Theology,” American Journal 
of Theology and Philosophy, January 2011. 

“Economic Democracy and the Possibility of Real, Healthy Change,” The Other Journal, 
February 2011. 

“No Common Good?” Christian Century, April 19, 2011. 

Introduction to Reinhold Niebuhr, The Children of Light and the Children of Darkness, 
University of Chicago Press, 2011. 

“Social Gospel,” Cambridge Dictionary of Christian Theology, ed. Ian McFarland et.al, 2011.

“The Case Against Wall Street,” Christian Century, November 15, 2011. 

“Savvy Occupiers: An Interview with Gary Dorrien,” Christian Century, November 15, 
2011. 

“On Living Faith: Dr. King Remembered,” Odyssey Networks, December 8, 2011; 
Ecclesio.com, January 10, 2012; Unbound: A Journal of Christian Social Justice, January 2012.  
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“Kantian Concepts, Liberal Theology, and Post-Kantian Idealism,” American Journal of 
Theology and Philosophy, January 2012.

“Barthian Dialectics: ‘Yes’ and ‘No’ on the Barthian Revolt and Its Legacy,” in The 
Weimar Moment: Liberalism, Political Theology, and Law, ed. Leonard V. Kaplan and Rudy 
Koshar, Lexington Books, 2012.

“Imagining the Fighting Obama,” Huffington Post, February 17, 2012. 

“Obama’s Communitarianism,” Huffington Post, March 4, 2012. 

“Why I Still Support Barack Obama,” FoxNews.com, March 7, 2012. 

“The Reagan Era, Still Going,” Religion Dispatches, March 7, 2012. 

“Lent: The Wilderness Within and Without,” Huffington Post, March 8, 2012.

“Occupy the Future: Can a Protest Movement Find a Path to Economic Democracy?” 
America, March 12, 2012. 

“Questions for Gary Dorrien: On the Ethical Roots and Uncertain Future of Occupy 
Wall Street,” America, March 12, 2012.

“Liberals Must Stand with the President,” Baltimore Sun, March 15, 2012. 

“Imagining the Hateful Obama,” Huffington Post, March 16, 2012. 

“What Kind of Country?: Economic Crisis, the Obama Presidency, the Politics of 
Loathing, and the Common Good,” Cross Currents (Spring 2012). 

“The Undeserving and the Common Good,” Huffington Post, April 10, 2012.

 “Economic Democracy and the Story of Our Time,” Episcopal Peace Witness, Spring 2012.

“Theology in a Liberal, Post-Kantian, Postmodern Spirit,” Journal of Unitarian 
Universalist History, XXXV, 2011-2012. 

“Realist Binaries and the Borders of Possibility,” Feminist Studies in Religion, Summer 
2012.  

“In the Spirit of Hegel: Post-Kantian Subjectivity, the Phenomenology of Spirit, and 
Absolute Idealism, American Journal of Theology and Philosophy, September 2012. 

“Obama in Question: A Progressive Critique and Defense,” Tikkun, Fall 2012. 
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“Black Liberation Theology and the Lynching of Jesus,” Tikkun, Fall 2012. 

“Economic Crisis, Economic Justice, and the Divine Commonwealth,” Union Seminary 
Quarterly Review, Summer 2013. 

“The Protestant Mainline Makes a (Literary) Comeback,” Religion Dispatches, August 5, 
2013. 

“Idealistic Ordering: Hastings Rashdall, Post-Kantian Idealism and Anglican Liberal 
Theology,” Journal of Anglican and Episcopal History, September 2013.  

“Interrogating Neoconservative Religion: Richard John Neuhaus, Reinhold Niebuhr, 
and the Politics of Moral Consensus,” Political Theology, Fall 2013. 

“Not Dead Yet: Reinventing Liberal Christianity,” Commonweal, October 11, 2013. 

 “America’s Mainline: Gary Dorrien on the Christian Century,” First Things, November 
2013. 

Review of The Rise of Liberal Religion: Book Culture and American Spirituality in the 
Twentieth Century, by Matthew S. Hedstrom, Journal of American History, Fall 2013.

“Rationalistic Panexperiential Panentheism: David Griffin’s Whiteheadian Religious 
Philosophy,” Chapter Two in Reason and Reenchantment: The Philosophical, Religious, and 
Political Thought of David Ray Griffin, ed John B. Cobb Jr., Richard Falk and Catherine 
Keller, Process Century Press, 2013. 

“The American Protestant Theology Bonhoeffer Encountered,” Chapter Eleven in 
Interpreting Bonhoeffer: Historical Perspectives, Emerging Issues, ed. Clifford J. Green and 
Guy C. Carter, Fortress Press, 2013.

“Adding to a Long Catholic Tradition,” New York Times, November 27, 2013.

“Morality Should Not Be Priced in the Marketplace,” New York Times, June 26, 2014.

“Ideality, Divine Reality, and Realism: Thinking Anew About God,” Tikkun, Summer 
2014.

“State of the Colony: Resident Aliens and Social Ethics,” Christian Century, October 1, 
2014.
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“Social Christianity, Niebuhrian Realism, and the Protestant Mainline,” Chapter One, 
Applied Christian Ethics: Foundations, Economic Justice, and Politics, ed. Matthew Lon 
Weaver, Lexington Books, 2014.

“Economic Crisis, Common Goods, and Economic Democracy,” chapter, Drew 
Conference on the Common Good, Fordham University Press

 “Liberalism,” The New Westminster Dictionary of Christian Theology, ed. Dawn DeVries 
and Brian Gerrish, Westminster John Knox Press, forthcoming. 

"Social Gospel," "World's Parliament of Religions," "Walter Rauschenbusch (1861-1918)," 
"William Adams Brown, (1865-1943)," "George Buttrick (1892-1980)," "Washington 
Gladden (1836-1918)," "Rufus M. Jones (1863-1948)," "Arthur C. McGiffert (1861-1933)," 
"Francis G. Peabody (1847-1936)," "Charles Stelzle (1869-1941)," "Josiah Strong 
(1847-1916)," The New Westminster Dictionary of Church History, eds. James O. Duke, 
Carter Lindberg, Christopher Ocker, Rebecca Harden Weaver, Westminster John Knox 
Press, forthcoming.

SELECTED ACADEMIC LECTURES (First Occasion List)

May 27, 1988: “Theology and Democratic Theory,” University of Chicago 
Divinity School, Chicago, IL.

May 30, 1988: “Liberationism, Modernity, and Political Theory,” Congress on 
Religion and Politics, Chicago Theological Seminary, Chicago, IL.

February 23, 1989: “Social Democracy and the Legacy of the Social Gospel,” D. R. 
Sharpe Lecture on Social Ethics, University of Chicago Divinity School, 
Chicago, IL.

April 18, 1989: “Neoconservatism and Democratic Theory,” American Academy 
of Religion, Indiana University, Bloomington, IN.

September 14, 1989: “The Legacy of Michael Harrington,” Western Michigan 
University, Kalamazoo, MI.

November 2, 1989: “The Spirituality of the Social Gospel," Western Michigan 
University, Kalamazoo, MI.
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January 11, 1990: “Theology and the Common Good,” Dunsmore Lecture in 
Religion, Kalamazoo College, Kalamazoo, MI.

February 23, 1990: “Extending Liberal Theory: The Idea of Economic 
Democracy,” Michigan State University, East Lansing, MI.

March 14, 1990: “Ethics of the Common Good,” Ethics and Society Lecture Series, 
First Presbyterian Church, Kalamazoo, MI.

March 31, 1990: “Economic Democracy and the 'Human Nature' Argument,” 
American Academy of Religion, Western Michigan University, Kalamazoo, 
MI.

April 4, 1990: “On Choosing to Remember,” Days of Remembrance Holocaust 
Memorial Program, Western Michigan University, Kalamazoo, MI.

June 3, 1990: “A Transforming Spirit: On Re-Creating the Public,” Union 
Graduate School, Cincinnati, OH.

November 15, 1990: “Communities of Faith and Solidarity,” St. Thomas More 
Church, Central America Program, Kalamazoo, MI.

January 16, 1991: “The Neoconservative Mind,” Kalamazoo Torch Club, 
Kalamazoo, MI.

June 1, 1991: “Economic Democracy in Theory and Practice,” New Visions 
Conference, Washington, DC.

July 12, 1991: “What is Neoconservatism?,” Kalamazoo College Faculty Studies 
Series.

October 27, 1991: “What is Liberation Theology?,” Forum Lecture Series, First 
United Methodist Church, Kalamazoo, MI.

January 7, 1992: “Politics and the Kingdom of Christ,” Epiphany Lecture, St. 
Luke’s Episcopal Church, Kalamazoo, MI.

January 16, 1992: “The Renewal of Whiggery: Reinventing ‘Democratic 
Capitalism’,” 1992 Dunsmore Lecture, Kalamazoo College.

January 25, 1992: “Creating a Just Future,” National Council of Churches, New 
World Order Project, New York, NY.
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March 28, 1992: “The War of Ideology: Interpreting Neoconservatism,” American 
Academy of Religion, Indiana State University, Terre Haute, IN.

May 5, 1992: “The Postmodern Future of Modern Theology,” University of 
Michigan, Ann Arbor, MI.

May 17, 1992: “Intellectual History as a Discipline,” Authors Lecture Series, First 
Presbyterian Church, Kalamazoo, MI.

November 29, 1992: “Beyond State and Market: Economic Democracy After the 
‘End of History,’” American Academy of Religion, San Francisco, CA.

April 3, 1993: “Reconstructing the Democratic Empire: Unipolarism, Realpolitik, 
and the Rhetoric of Domination,” American Academy of Religion Midwest 
Conference, Western Michigan University, Kalamazoo, MI.

June 15, 1993: “Interpreting the Neoconservative Mind,” Catholic University of 
America, Washington, DC.

October 1, 1993: “Knowledge for What?  Multiculturalism and the Modes of 
Knowing,” Kalamazoo College.

January 29, 1994: "Multiculturalism and the Spirit of Community," Unitarian 
Fellowship Forum, Midland, MI.

March 6, 1994: "Two Modes of Knowledge," Unitarian Universalist Fellowship 
Forum, Kalamazoo, MI.

April 10, 1994: "Failure of a Dream?: Reconstructing Economic Democracy," 
American Academy of Religion, Valparaiso University, Valparaiso, IN.

April 13, 1994: "Border Crossings: Thinking Across the Disciplines," Lucasse 
Award Lecture, Kalamazoo College.

August 14, 1994: “Reconsidering Habits of the Heart: A Preview of Soul in Society," 
Book review series, First Presbyterian Church, Kalamazoo, MI.                   

October 23, 1994: “Modernism and Modern Theology," Forum Series, First 
Presbyterian Church, Kalamazoo, MI.

November 6, 1994: “Modernism and the Rise of Social Christianity," First 
Presbyterian Church Forum, Kalamazoo, MI.
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November 13, 1994: “The Niebuhrian Turn: Christian Realism," First Presbyterian 
Church Forum, Kalamazoo, MI.

February 24, 1995: "Thinking About the New Conservatism," Michigan State 
University.

March 26, 1995: "The Sovereignty of Good," Kalamazoo Unitarian-Universalist 
Forum.

April 1, 1995: "Wrestling with Niebuhr: Social Christianity After Christendom," 
Lutheran School of Theology at Chicago, American Academy of Religion, 
Chicago, IL.

April 12, 1995: "What Was Neoconservatism? What Is It Now?," American 
Culture Association, Philadelphia, PA.

May 19, 1995: "Economic Democracy in the New World (Dis)order," Kalamazoo 
College, Faculty Studies Series.

October 11, 1995: "The Common Good and the Ways of Knowing," Olivet College 
Fall Convocation, Olivet, MI.

November 14, 1995: "The Making and Renewal of Social Christianity," University 
of Michigan, Ann Arbor, MI.

January 5, 1996: “Beyond Pax Americana: The Way of Christ and the Clash of 
Nations,” Kalamazoo College.

March 10, 1996: “Thinking About the United Nations,” First Presbyterian Church 
Forum, Kalamazoo, MI.

March 17, 1996: “Christianity and the State: Engaging the Powers,” First 
Presbyterian Church Forum, Kalamazoo, MI.

March 20, 1996: “Theology at the End of Modernity,” Woodside Forum, Flint, MI.

March 23, 1996: “Pax Americana and Pax Christi: Beyond the Ethics of 
Domination,” American Academy of Religion,  St. Louis, MO.

April 26, 1996: “Beyond the ‘Twilight of Socialism’: Rethinking Economic 
Democracy,” City College of New York Graduate Center, Conference on “The 
Future of the Welfare-State,” New York, NY.
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July 8-10, 1996: (1) “Question Reality: The Irony of Christian Realism;” (2) 
“Realism and the Crisis of Progressive Christianity;” (3) “Social Theory as 
Theology.” Evangelical Lutheran Church in America Region Six Conference, 
“The Church and Public Life at the Turn of the Century,” Indianapolis, IN.

October 17, 1996: “Spheres of Injustice: The New Politics of Inequality,” 
University of Michigan, Ann Arbor, MI.

October 23, 1996: (1) “Two Faces of Social Christianity: Beyond Christian Realism 
     and the Social Gospel;” (2) “Incarnational Politics: American Christianity and   
     the Clash of Nations, Holy Trinity Lutheran Church/Fortress Press 
     Conference on Soul in Society: The Making and Renewal of Social Christianity, 
     Minneapolis, MN.

October 24, 1996: “Rethinking Christian Socialism: Economic Democracy in
    Theory and Practice,” Holy Trinity Lutheran Church/Fortress Press  
    Conference on Soul in Society: The Making and Renewal of Social Christianity, 
   Minneapolis, MN.

December 15, 1996: “Soul in Society: The Idea of Social Christianity,” Western 
Michigan University, Kalamazoo, MI.

January 11, 1997: “Social Christianity Beyond ‘The Christian Century’,” 
Discussion of Soul in Society: The Making and Renewal of Social Christianity, 
Society of Christian Ethics, Cincinnati, Ohio.

March 15, 1997: “‘Christian America’ and the Crisis of Liberal Protestantism,” 
American Academy of Religion, Indiana State University.

March 19, 1997: “Social Ownership and Social Justice,” Loyola University of 
Chicago, Chicago, Illinois.

October 23, 1997: “Myth, Word, and Spirit: Theology as Dialectic,” Honors Day 
Lecture, Kalamazoo College.

January 9, 1998: “Worker Cooperatives and Community Development: Theory/
Practice Dilemmas for Economic Democracy,” Network on Economic 
Democracy, Atlanta, GA.

March 15, 1998: “Words about Word: The Dialectic of Presence,” St. Luke’s 
Episcopal Church Forum, Kalamazoo, MI.
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March 21, 1998: “Remythologizing God and World: Deconstructionism, Feminist 
Theory and Ecological Consciousness,” American Academy of Religion, 
DePaul University, Chicago, IL.

March 18, 1999: “Progressive Irony: Defining the Social Gospel as History and 
Theology,” Second Annual Conference on the American Social Gospel 
Movement, Colgate Rochester Divinity School / Crozer Theological 
Seminary, Rochester, NY.

March 20, 1999: “Beyond Crisis and Idealism: Modern Theology and the Triumph 
of Welfare Capitalism,” American Academy of Religion, Concordia 
Theological Seminary, St. Louis, MO.

April 16, 1999: “Public Theology and Religion,” Public Religion Project 
Conference, University of Chicago, Chicago, IL.

June 9, 1999: “Questioning Authority: Moral Realism and the Meanings of Moral 
Education,” Phi Beta Kappa, Southwest Michigan Chapter, Kalamazoo, MI.

October 23, 1999: “Three Faces of Social Christianity: The Social Gospel, Christian 
Realism, and Liberation Theology,” Union Graduate School/Episcopal 
Diocese of Massachusetts, Boston, MA. 

February 3, 2000: (1) “The Hermeneutical Spiral: Theology, Literary Theory and 
the Meanings of the Word,” (2) “Liberal, Evangelical, Postliberal: Dialogues in 
Search of a Generous Orthodoxy,” Clergy Day, Episcopal Diocese of Western 
Michigan, Grand Rapids, MI. 

March 18, 2000: “What Was the Social Gospel?,” American Academy of Religion, 
De Paul University, Chicago. 

May 10, 2000: “Theology, Myth, and the Word: Variations on Barthian Themes,” 
Walter Rauschenbusch Memorial Lecture, Colgate Rochester Divinity School/
Crozer Theological Seminary. 

September 22, 2000: “In the Spirit of Emerson: A Sliver from Imagining Progressive 
Religion,” Kalamazoo College.

September 24, 2000: “Theologizing Myth: Modern Theology and the Crisis of 
Belief,” Winslow Lecture, Allegheny College, Allegheny, PA.

!  21



Page �  - Vita of Gary Dorrien22

February 1, 2001: “Hegelian Spirit and Holy Spirit: Theology, Myth and Divine 
Transcendence,” Inaugural Lecture, Ann V. and Donald R. Parfet 
Distinguished Professorship, Kalamazoo College.

March 31, 2001: “Imagining Progressive Religion: Emerson, Parker and the 
Transcendental Idea,” American Academy of Religion, DePaul University, 
Chicago.

July 9, 2001: "The Crisis of Theology and the Barthian Revolt," William Frederick 
Allen Lectures, Bayview Chautaqua Society, Bayview, MI. 

July 10, 2001: "Refiguring the Word: Liberalism and the Postliberal Idea," William 
Frederick Allen Lectures, Bayview Chautaqua Society, Bayview, MI. 

July 11, 2001: "Making Christianity Modern: Coleridge, Transcendentalism, and 
the Beginnings of American Theological Liberalism," William Frederick Allen 
Lectures, Bayview Chautaqua Society, Bayview, MI. 

July 12, 2001: "The Real is the Personal: The Philosophy and Theology of Boston 
Personalism," William Frederick Allen Lectures, Bayview Chautaqua Society, 
Bayview, MI.

November 16, 2001: "Deweyan Pragmatism and the Divine Good: The Common 
Good and the Dilemmas of Common Faith," Res Publica Inaugural 
Conference, Aspen Mountain Chalet, Aspen, Colorado.

January 8, 2002: "Making Sense of Modern Theology," Grand Rapids Circuit 
Pastor's Conference, Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod, Holy Redeemer 
Lutheran Church, Grand Rapids, MI.

January 11, 2002: "Imagining a Racially Just America: Benjamin E. Mays, The 
Negro's God, and the Making of the U.S. Civil Rights Movement," 2002 Marion 
Dunsmore Lecture, Kalamazoo College.

April 6, 2002: "Making Christianity Modern: Liberal Theology as an American 
Idea," American Academy of Religion, DePaul University, Chicago, IL.

April 7, 2002: "Naturalism or Transhistorical Spirit?: Refiguring the Modernist 
Impulse in American Theology," American Academy of Religion, DePaul 
University, Chicago, IL.

April 26, 2002: "Modernisms in Theology: Interpreting American Theological 
Liberalism, 1805-1955," and "Making Theology Metaphysical: Personalist 
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Idealism as a Theological School," American Theological Society, North Park 
University, Chicago, IL.

July 22, 2002: "Social Gospels: Justification, Social Salvation, and Modern 
Theology," Evangelical Lutheran Church of America Institute for Mission 
Conference, Luther Seminary, St. Paul, MN.

October 6, 2002: "Creating Liberal Christianity: American Unitarianism and 
Transcendentalism," First Congregational Church, Kalamazoo, MI.

October 20, 2002: "Creating Liberal Christianity: The Social Gospel and American 
Liberal Protestantism," First Congregational Church, Kalamazoo, MI.

November 3, 2002: "Creating Liberal Christianity: Georgia Harkness, Howard 
Thurman, and the Ethics of Identity," First Congregational Church, 
Kalamazoo, MI.

November 25, 2002: "Imagining Empirical Theology: D.C. Macintosh, 
Epistemological Realism, and the Chicago School of Naturalistic Empiricism," 
American Journal of Theology and Philosophy/American Academy of Religion, 
Toronto, Canada.

January 10, 2003: "Imagining Racial Justice: Howard Thurman, the Civil Rights 
Movement, and the Religion of Jesus," Kalamazoo College.

January 28, 2003: "Resisting the Permanent War: Modern Theology and the 
Ideologies of International Politics," Earl Lecture, Pacific School of Religion, 
Berkeley, CA.

January 29, 2003: "Debating Just War Theory: On the Presumption Against War," 
University of California-Berkeley, Berkeley, CA.

February 23, 2003: "The War Against Iraq and the Permanent War," Interfaith 
Coalition for Peace/Kalamazoo Nonviolent Opponents to War, Kalamazoo, 
MI.

February 27, 2003: "Liberal Theology and Creative Process: Bernard E. Meland 
and the Chicago School of Naturalistic Empiricism," Center for Process 
Studies/Claremont School of Theology, Claremont, CA.

March 3, 2003: "Righteous Empire: The New National Security Strategy," Peace 
and Justice Commission Forum, Catholic Diocese of Kalamazoo.
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March 13, 2003: "The War Against Iraq: The Case Against," Kalamazoo Epic 
Center, Community Access Television, Kalamazoo, MI.

April 3, 2003: "War and Occupation: The New Pax Americana," Kalamazoo Non-
Violent Opponents to War, Portage Unitarian Universalist Fellowship 
(repeated at Northwestern University and Loyola University).

April 5, 2003:  "Idealism, Realism, and Modernity," Midwest American Academy 
of Religion, Loyola University, Chicago, IL.

April 9, 2003: "Imperial Designs: The Project for the New American Century," 
Kalamazoo College.

April 11, 2003:  "What is Unipolarism?", Critical Issues, Kalamazoo Epic Center, 
Community Access Television.

April 13, 2003: "Imperial Quandaries: The Politics of Occupation," Center for 
Religion and Life, Spring Lake, MI.

April 28, 2003: "New Developments in the Permanent War," Calvin College, 
Grand Rapids, MI.

May 4, 2003: "Democratic Globalism and Illiberal Democracy," People's Church 
Forum, Kalamazoo, MI.  

May 18, 2003: "Three Faces of Pax Americanism," The Forum Church (Christian 
Church Disciples of Christ), Kalamazoo, MI.

June 20, 2003: "Liberal Theology in the Spirit of Emerson," Center for Religion 
and Life, Spring Lake, MI.

June 21, 2003: "The Social Gospel and the Problem of Idealism," Center for 
Religion and Life, Spring Lake, MI.

June 21, 2003: "Personalist Idealism and the Authority of Experience," Center for 
Religion and Life, Spring Lake, MI.

June 22, 2003: "Discerning and Standing for the Good," Center for Religion and 
Life, Spring Lake, MI.

September 24, 2003: "The Boys Who Cried Wolfowitz: Creating and Selling the 
Perpetual War," WMU Peace Week Keynote, Center for the Study of Ethics in 
Society, Western Michigan University, Kalamazoo, MI.
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September 26, 2003: "Empire in Denial: Variations of American Exceptionalism," 
Kalamazoo College.

October 12, 2003: "The Ethics and Politics of Intervention," Forum on American 
Foreign Policy, The Forum Church (Christian Church Disciples of Christ), 
Kalamazoo, MI.

October 17, 2003: "Reflections on the Iraq War and Occupation," Michigan 
Conference of Political Scientists, Calvin College, Grand Rapids, MI.

October 24, 2003: "Metaphysics, Imagination and the Symbols of Creativity," 
American Theological Society, McCormick Theological Seminary, Chicago, IL.

November 15, 2003: "Revelatory Harmonies: Theological Reflections on Music," 
Michigan Festival of Sacred Music Keynote Address, Episcopal Cathedral of 
Christ the King, Kalamazoo, MI.

November 16, 2003: "Divine Power and the Solidarity of Love," Lewis Briner 
Memorial Lecture, 1st Presbyterian Church, Kalamazoo, MI.

November 22, 2003: "On Being Religious and Truthful," Society of Biblical 
Literature/American Academy of Religion, Atlanta, GA.

December 1, 2003: "Empire in Denial: The New Pax Americana and the 
Permanent War," West Michigan Justice and Peace Coalition, Grand Rapids, 
MI.

January 18, 2004: "Iraq in 1920 and 2004," St. Thomas Forum, St. Thomas 
Episcopal Church, Battle Creek, MI.

January 27, 2004: "The Vocation of the Word: Rethinking Progressive 
Christianity," Earl Lectures, Pacific School of Religion, Berkeley, CA.  

January 29, 2004: "Unipolarist Anxieties and the Vocation of Empire," Earl 
Lectures, Pacific School of Religion, Berkeley, CA.  

February 3, 2004: "Just War Theory, Preemptive War, and the Iraq War," Hope 
Academy of Senior Professionals, Hope College, Holland, MI (repeated at 
several area colleges and churches).

March 5, 2004: "Christian Ethics and International Politics: Rethinking Theory/
Practice Dilemmas," Seymour Symposium/North Carolina Council of 
Churches, Charlotte, NC.
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March 10, 2004: "What Now? The Situation in Iraq," Student Philosophy Group 
Forum, Kalamazoo College.

March 23, 2004: "Consolidating American Power in the Middle East: A Critique of 
the War," Clergy Leadership Network for National Leadership Change, 
Cleveland, OH.

March 28, 2004: "Theology and the Axis of Evil," Sunday Forum, East 
Congregational United Church of Christ, Grand Rapids, MI.

April 2, 2004: "Global Dominion: The Politics of the New Pax Americana," 
American Academy of Religion, De Paul University, Chicago, IL (repeated at 
Grand Valley State University and Michigan State University).

April 22, 2004: "Worlds in Collision: Ideology, Moral Theory, National Security, 
and the Clash of Nations," Phi Beta Kappa, Southwestern Michigan 
Association, Kalamazoo, MI.

April 30, 2004: "Liberal Theology and Foreign Policy: Reflections on my Zig-
Zagging Current Work," American Theological Society, Benedictine 
University, Lisle, IL. 

May 12, 2004: "Inevitable Humiliations: Lessons of the Occupation," Kalamazoo 
College.

May 18, 2004: "What Is At Stake?: The Election and American Foreign Policy," 
National Conference, Clergy Leadership Network for National Leadership 
Change, Cleveland, OH. 

July 9, 2004: "Imagining a Just Society: The Social Gospel, Economic Democracy 
and the Divine Good," South Points Associations for Exploring Religion, 
Birmingham, AL.  

July 10, 2004: "Ecology as Theology: Economic Democracy, the Economics of 
Nature and the Divine Good," South Points Associations for Exploring 
Religion, Birmingham, AL.  

July 10, 2004: "The Ethics of Hegemony: Collective Security or Perpetual War?," 
South Points Associations for Exploring Religion, Birmingham, AL.  

July 11, 2004: "Invading the Arab World's Yugoslavia: Causes and Consequences," 
Birmingham Unitarian Universalist Church, Birmingham, AL.  
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July 20, 2004: "The Crisis and Irony of Liberal Theology," Iliff School of Theology, 
Denver, CO.

July 22, 2004: "Aftermath of a Bad War: Political and Ethical Reflections," Iliff 
School of Theology, Denver, CO. 

September 20, 2004: "Christianity, Globalization, and Empire: Toward a New 
Ethic," Episcopal Diocese of Western Michigan and Southwest Michigan 
Evangelical Lutheran Church of American Clergy Conference, Cathedral 
Church of Christ the King, Kalamazoo, MI.

October 1, 2004: "Imperial Designs: Neoconservatism and the New Pax 
Americana," Kalamazoo College

October 4, 2004 "Renewing Liberal Internationalism, Progressive Realism, and 
Solidarity," Southwest Michigan Coalition for Justice and Peace, Fountain 
Street Church, Grand Rapids, MI.

October 7, 2004: "Christian Realism, Liberation Theology and the Ethics of 
Power," Union Theological Seminary, New York, NY.

October 9, 2004: "Chicago School Empiricism and the Varieties of Naturalism," 
Duncan Littlefair Memorial Lectures, Center for Religion and Life, Spring 
Lake, MI.

October 9, 2004: “Wieman or Whitehead? Two Streams of Empirical Process 
Theology,” Duncan Littlefair Lectures. 

October 19, 2004: "Neoconservatism, the Ideological Imagination, and World 
Politics," Portage Community Unitarian Universalist Fellowship, Portage, MI.

October 20, 2004: "Undoing an Imperial Disaster," Kalamazoo County 
Democratic Party/Kalamazoo College Democrats, Kalamazoo College.

October 29, 2004: "Time Eternity, and the Question of Divine Timelessness," 
American Theological Society, McCormick Theological Seminary, Chicago, IL.

November 6, 2004: "Finding a Public Voice: The Politics of Moral Values," 
Kalamazoo Nonviolent Opponents of War/Kalamazoo County Democratic 
Party, The Forum Church (Christian Church Disciples of Christ), Kalamazoo, 
MI.
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November 8, 2004: "Taking Democracy Seriously: Theology, Ethics, and 
Progressive Christianity," Iliff School of Theology, Denver, CO.

November 20, 2004: "The Redeemer Nation as Empire: Neoconservatism and the 
Politics of American Greatness," Res Publica/The Whitestone Foundation, 
American Academy of Religion, San Antonio, TX.

November 20, 2004: "Progressivism, Realism, Modernity, Postmodernity: Making 
Sense of Theological Liberalism," American Academy of Religion, San 
Antonio, TX.

December 3, 2004: "Liberal Theology and the Authority of Experience," 
Congregational Church of San Mateo, United Church of Christ, San Mateo, 
CA.

December 4, 2004: "The Crisis and Pluralization of Liberal Theology," 
Congregational Church of San Mateo, United Church of Christ, San Mateo, 
CA.

February 18, 2005: "War and the World Order: Politics, Culture, Economics, 
Empire," Claremont School of Theology / Center for Process Studies, 
Claremont, CA (also at University of California, Riverside, California; and 
Pomona College, Claremont, CA.)

February 20, 2005: "Imperial Designs: Understanding Neoconservatism," KPFK 
Radio / Pacifica Radio Network, North Hollywood, CA.

February 21, 2005: "The Religion of Empire and the Ethics of Resistance," Annual 
Banquet, Progressive Christians Uniting, Pasadena University Club, 
Pasadena, CA  (also at Loma Linda University, Loma Linda, CA).

February 22, 2005: "Neoconservatism: The Politics of American Exceptionalism," 
Jesse M. Unruh Institute of Politics, University of Southern California, Los 
Angeles, CA (also at Unitarian Universalist Church of Farmington, Detroit, 
MI).

March 19, 2005: "Memory, Solidarity, and Resistance," Interfaith Coalition for 
Peace and Justice / Kalamazoo Non-Violent Opponents of War, Stetson 
Chapel, Kalamazoo College, Kalamazoo, MI.

April 8, 2005: "American Liberal Theology: Act III," Midwest American Academy 
of Religion, Loyola University, Chicago, IL.
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April 29, 2005: "Theology of Spirit: Personalist Idealism, Nels F.S. Ferré, and the 
Universal Word," Presidential Address, American Theological Society, Garrett 
Evangelical Theological Seminary, Evanston, IL.

May 7, 2005: "Affliction, Crisis, Mystery and Love Divine," Baccalaureate 
Address, MacMurray College, Jacksonville, IL.

June 8, 2005: "Border Crossings: The Relational Vision and the Divine Relativity," 
Phi Beta Kappa, Southwest Michigan Association, Kalamazoo, MI.

June 27, 2005: "Modernism as a Theological Problem: The Legacy of Langdon 
Gilkey," Highlands Institute of American Religious and Philosophical 
Thought, Highlands, NC.

September 15, 2005: “Reflections on Intervention and Blowback,” University of 
Michigan, Ann Arbor, MI 

September 22, 2005: “Walter Rauschenbusch, the Sociological Imagination, and 
the Social Gospel Movement,” New York Theological Seminary, New York, 
NY 

October 19, 2005: “American Theology in the Liberal Tradition: Modernity and 
the Authority of Experience,” Wilson Lectures, Oklahoma City University 
School of Religion

October 20, 2005: “American Theology in the Liberal Tradition: The Sacredness of 
Personality,” “American Theology in the Liberal Tradition: Love Divine and 
the Cosmic Swoosh,” Wilson Lectures, Oklahoma City University School of 
Religion 

October 21, 2005: “Teaching and Preaching Liberal Theology,” Methodist Clergy 
Conference, Tulsa, Oklahoma 

October 26, 2005: Response to Michael Hardt, “War and Democracy in the Age of 
Empire,” Conference on New Testament and Empire, Union Theological 
Seminary, New York, NY 

October 28, 2005: “Multiculturalism, Afrocentrism, and the Theology of World 
Religions,” American Theological Society, Lutheran School of Theology at 
Chicago, Chicago, IL 

November 3, 2005: “Breaking the Impasse: Liberalism, Evangelicalism, and the 
Liberal Evangelical Tradition,” “Breaking the Impasse: Theology Without 
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Weapons,” Conference on “Beyond Dichotomous Theology: The Paradox/
Dichotomy of Liberal-Evangelical Theology,” Garrett Evangelical Theological 
Seminary, Evanston, IL 

November 10, 2005: “Progressive Christianity and the Modernist Impulse: 
History, Culture, and Theology,” American Congregational Association, The 
Congregational Library, Boston, MA. 

November 18, 2005: “Niebuhrian Realism as Theology, Social Ethics, and Politics: 
A Critique,” Conference on the Contemporary Relevance of Reinhold 
Niebuhr’s Thought, Union Theological Seminary, New York, NY 

November 20, 2005: “Theological Liberalism in a Postmodern Context,” 
American Academy of Religion, Philadelphia, PA

December 1, 2005: “Evangelical Ironies: Theology, Politics, and Israel,” 
Conference on “Jews, Evangelicals, and American Public Life Today,” 
Feinstein Center for American Jewish History/Temple University/Louis 
Finkelstein Institute/Baylor University, Jewish Theological Seminary, New 
York, NY  

January 25, 2006: “The Crisis and Prospects of Theological Liberalism,” Center 
for Religion and Society, Roanoke College, Roanoke, VA

February 23, 2006: “The Spirit of Progressive Christianity: History, Experience, 
Integration,” Plymouth Center, Plymouth Congregational Church, 
Minneapolis, MN

February 24, 2006: “Making Sense of Contemporary Theology,” United 
Theological Seminary, New Brighton, MN

February 24, 2006: “Blowback: History, Iraq, and the Middle East,” Plymouth 
Center. (Same lecture also given at University of Southern California, Los 
Angeles, CA; Michigan State University, East Lansing, MI; and University of 
Pennsylvania, Philadelphia, PA) 

February 25, 2006: “Renewing Progressive Christianity Today: Theology and the 
Divine Good,” Plymouth Center. 

February 26, 2006: “Liberal Theology and the Social Gospel,” Plymouth Center. 

February 26, 2006: “Suffering and the Divine Mystery,” Plymouth Center.   
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March 17, 2006: “Economic Democracy, the Social Gospel, and the Global 
Economy,” National Council of Churches, United Methodist Church, 
Presbyterian Church U.S.A. Task Forces Conference on the Social Creed of the 
Churches, Louisville Presbyterian Theological Seminary, Louisville, KY 

March 26, 2006: “Modern Theology in a Postmodern Context,” St. Francis 
Episcopal Church, Stamford, CT

April 6, 2006: “Invading Iraq: Causes, Consequences, Current Choices,” Sidney 
and Beatrice Albert Lecture, College of St. Rose, Albany, NY 

April 23, 2006: “On Surrendering to the Good,” St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church, 
Albany, NY

May 11, 2006: “Global Covenant: Thinking About World Government,” 
University of California, Riverside, CA

May 11, 2006: “Nightmare in Iraq: Between Blowback and Civil War,” Pilgrim 
Place Forum, Claremont, CA

May 12, 2006:  “American Liberal Theology: Crisis, Irony, Renewal, Ambiguity, 
Possibility,” University of California, Riverside, CA

May 13, 2006: “Social Ethics and the Global Order,” United Campus Ministry 
Annual Banquet, University of California, Riverside, CA

May 14, 2006: “The World as the Subject of Redemption,” All Saints Episcopal 
Church Forum, Riverside, CA 

June 18, 2006: “Standing for Something: Conviction, Spirit, Transformation,” 
Union Theological Seminary Forum, General Convention, Episcopal Church 
of the United States, Columbus, Ohio 

July 17, 2006: “Predatory Globalization: A Critique of the New World 
(Dis)Order,” Highlands Institute for Religious and Philosophical Thought, 
Highlands, North Carolina

July 18, 2006: “Thinking About Democracy and the Global Order: A Discussion,” 
Highlands Institute for Religious and Philosophical Thought, Highlands, NC 

July 24, 2006: “Layered Discourses: Theology in the Academy, Public, and 
Religious Community,” Highlands Institute for Religious and Philosophical 
Thought, Highlands, NC 
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September 11, 2006: “Militaristic Illusions: What Unipolarism Has Wrought,” 
United Presbyterian Church U.S.A., Peacemaking/United Nations 
Conference, Stony Point, New York

September 17, 2006: “The Liberal Idea and the Unitarian Phenomenon,” All Souls 
Church Forum, New York, NY 

September 24, 2006: “Subversive Intuitions: Unitarianism and the Spirit of 
Emerson,” All Souls Church Forum, New York, NY

October 1, 2006: “Abolition, Anti-Slavery, and American Religion,” All Souls 
Church Forum, New York, NY 

October 8, 2006: “Victorianism in Suburbia: The Rise of American Middle-Class 
Christianity,” All Souls Church Forum, New York, NY  

October 11, 2006: “Evangelical Theologies and Politics,” New York Theological 
Seminary, New York NY  

October 15, 2006: “Religion and Modernity in Progress and Crisis,” All Souls 
Church Forum, New York, NY

October 16, 2006: “Liberal Theology, Act III: Irony, Crisis, Renewal,” Union 
Theological Seminary, New York, NY 

October 21, 2006: “Dilemmas of a Rogue Superpower,” Theological Educators for 
Presbyterian Social Witness Conference, Princeton Theological Seminary, 
Princeton, NJ 

October 28, 2006: “Just Peacemaking as Ethics and Politics,” “Models and 
Symbols of the Divine,” Historic Park Church, Grand Rapids, MI

October 29, 2006: “The Divine Relativity,” Historic Park Church, Grand Rapids, 
MI  

November 2, 2006: “Social Ideas: Social Ethics, Social Gospel, Sociology,” 
Amherst College, Amherst, MA 

November 2, 2006: “Imperial Disaster: Finding a Way out of Iraq,” Amherst 
College 
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November 4, 2006: “Sheer Liveliness: Renaming the Divine Mystery,” Unitarian 
Universalist Christian Fellowship Conference, Fourth Universalist Church, 
New York, NY

November 5, 2006: “Reflections on Progressive Religion Today,” Unitarian 
Universalist Christian Fellowship Conference, Fourth Universalist Church, 
New York, NY 

November 18, 2006: “Progressivism, Realism, and Progressive Realism: 
Niebuhrian Intersections and the Politics of Resistance,” Reinhold Niebuhr 
Society, American Academy of Religion Conference, Washington, DC

November 18, 2006: “Liberal Theology in a Postmodern Context,” American 
Academy of Religion Conference, Washington, DC

December 6, 2006: “Imperial Designs: Ideology, Economics, Militarization, 
Empire,” Transatlantic Dialogue of the Protestant Academies in Germany: 
“Perspectives on Social Responsibility in Economy and Society: A German-
U.S. Consultation,” Evangelische Akademie Arnoldshain, Germany

December 7, 2006: “Politicizing Fundamentalism: Modernity, Certainty, and the 
Authoritarian Impulse,” International Symposium of the Protestant 
Academies in Germany: “Die Faszination fundamentalistischer Weltbilder: 
Hintergründe, Motive und Ziele fundamentalistischer Bewegungen,” 
Evangelische Akademie Arnoldshain, Germany

January 31, 2007: “Liberal Method, Postmodernity, and Liberal Necessity: On The 
Making of American Liberal Theology,” Symposium on The Making of American 
Liberal Theology, Union Theological Seminary, New York, NY

January 31, 2007: “Social Ethics in the Making: Method, History, White 
Supremacism, Social Salvation,” Reinhold Niebuhr Inaugural Lecture, Union 
Theological Seminary, New York, NY 

March 10, 2007: “Imperial Temptations: Political, Cultural, Economic, Military,” 
Left Forum, Cooper Union, New York, NY 

March 28, 2007: “American Empire and the Ethics of Resistance,” Distinguished 
Greenberg Fellow Lectureship, Trinity College, Hartford, CT 

March 29, 2007: “Religion in the Public Square: Modes of Engagement,” Trinity 
College, Hartford, CT
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March 30, 2007: “Social Gospel, Sociology, Social Ethics: The Making of Social 
Gospel Christianity,” Trinity College, Hartford, CT

March 30, 2007: “Comparing Vietnam and Iraq, Thus Far,” Trinity College, 
Hartford, CT

March 31, 2007: “Theology in Progressive Christianity,” Episcopal Diocese of 
Connecticut Clergy Conference, St. James Episcopal Church, West Hartford, 
CT

April 1, 2007: “Unmasking the Powers: Jesus and the Excluded,” Trinity College, 
Hartford, CT

April 1, 2007: “The Necessity and Future of Progressive Christianity,” Trinity 
College, Hartford, CT 

April 10, 2007: “Full Spectrum Dominance: History, Ideology, Consequences,” 
Walter and Mary Miller Brueggemann Lectures, Eden Theological Seminary, 
St. Louis, MO 

April 11, 2006: “The World as the Subject of Redemption: Social Ethics Yesterday 
and Today,” Walter and Mary Miller Brueggemann Lectures, Eden 
Theological Seminary, St. Louis, MO   

April 12, 2007: “Niebuhrian Realism and Neoconservative Unreality: Politics, 
Religion, Ethics, Empire,” Reinhold Niebuhr and H. Richard Niebuhr Lecture, 
Elmhurst College, Elmhurst, IL 

April 13, 2007: “The Crisis and Necessity of Liberal Theology,” Elmhurst College, 
Elmhurst, IL

April 29, 2007: “The Making of Imperial Overstretch,” Carl Lecture, First United 
Methodist Church, Schenectady, NY 

May 2, 2007: “Bridgework: Liberal Protestantism in the Public Sphere,” 
Conference on Religion and Public Intellectualism, Jewish Theological 
Seminary, New York, NY

May 6, 2007: “Reason, Experience and Authority in the Anglican Theological 
Crisis,” Sunday Forum, St. James Episcopal Church, New York, NY 

May 20, 2007: “On Giving Priority to Anti-Imperialism,” Forum on Iraq and the 
Peace Movement, Fort Washington Collegiate Church, New York, NY 
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July 2, 2007: “The Theory and Practice of American Militarism,” Highlands 
Institute for Religious and Philosophical Thought, Highlands, NC

July 3, 2007: “Reflections on the War and American Empire,” Highlands Institute 
for Religious and Philosophical Thought, Highlands, NC

July 9, 2007: “The Religion of Creative Process: Bernard Meland and the Later 
Chicago School,” Highlands Institute for Religious and Philosophical 
Thought, Highlands, NC

July 10, 2007: “Reflections on Religious Naturalism and the Chicago School of 
Theology,” Highlands Institute for Religious and Philosophical Thought, 
Highlands, NC

September 9, 2007: “Affliction, Violence, Calvary, and Love Divine,” First Baptist 
Church of Ann Arbor, Ann Arbor, MI 

September 9, 2007: “Global Empire or Global Covenant?” Jitsuo Morikawa 
Lecture, First Baptist Church of Ann Arbor, Ann Arbor, MI

September 10, 2007: “Dealing With Four Wars: Insurgent, Imperial, Sectarian, 
Intra-Sectarian,” Presbyterian Task Force on Social Witness, United 
Presbyterian Church U.S.A., Stony Point, NY 

September 16, 2007: “The Spirit of Progressive Christianity,” West End Collegiate 
Church, New York, NY 

September 22, 2007: “Militarization as Policy and Idolatry,” Truman A. Morrison 
Lectures, Edgewood United Church/Michigan State University, East Lansing, 
MI

September 23, 2007: “Transformations of the Human Spirit,” Truman A. Morrison 
Lectures, Edgewood United Church, East Lansing, MI

September 29, 2007: “The Future of Liberal Theology in the Age of the American 
Empire, Part One: Progressive Theology,” 150th Anniversary Conference, 
Plymouth Church, Des Moines, Iowa 

September 29, 2007: “The Future of Liberal Theology in the Age of the American 
Empire, Part Two: The Politics of Resistance,” 150th Anniversary Conference, 
Plymouth Church, Des Moines, Iowa 
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September 30, 2007: “The Cross as Symbol and Ethic,” Grace Methodist Church, 
Des Moines, Iowa  

October 18, 2007: “The Social(ist) Gospel of Walter Rauschenbusch and American 
Progressivism,” Symposium on the 100th Anniversary Edition of Christianity 
and the Social Crisis, by Walter Rauschenbusch, Union Theological Seminary, 
New York, NY 

October 22, 2007: “Progressive Christianity in the Public Square,” Board of 
Trustees, Union Theological Seminary, New York, NY 

October 27, 2007: “Iraq at the Crossroads: Politics, Strategic Options, Ethics,” 
Community Forum, First Congregational United Church of Christ, Sarasota, 
FL

October 28, 2007: “Divine Power and the Way of the Cross,” First Congregational 
United Church of Christ, Sarasota, FL 

November 1, 2007: “Interrogating Just War Theory,” Alma College, Alma, MI

November 1, 2007: “Iraq at the Crossroads: Politics, Strategic Options, Ethics,” 
Alma College, Alma, MI 

November 11, 2007: “Liberal Theology at Riverside,” Riverside Church Pastoral 
Search Committee and Ministerial Staff, Riverside Church, New York, NY 

November 17, 2007: “The Politics of Moral Community: Arguing with Moral Man 
and Immoral Society,” Reinhold Niebuhr Society, American Academy of 
Religion, San Diego, CA 

December 2, 2007: “The Crisis and Necessity of Liberal Theology,” John Haynes 
Holmes/Donald Harrington Lectures, John Haynes Holmes Centennial 
Celebration, Community Church of New York, New York, NY  

December 2, 2007: “Racial Injustice: Bias, Privilege, Supremacy,” John Haynes 
Holmes/Donald Harrington Lectures, John Haynes Holmes Centennial 
Celebration, Community Church of New York, New York, NY 

January 13, 2008: “The Word in the Words,” St. Bartholomew’s Episcopal Church, 
White Plains, NY 

January 13, 2008: “Foreign Policy Options in the Middle East: A Social Ethical 
Perspective,” St. Bartholomew’s Episcopal Church, White Plains, NY 
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February 12, 2008: “Anglican Moral Theology in the Context of Modern 
Theology,” Episcopal Church Club of New York, Church of the Incarnation, 
New York, NY 

February 15, 2008: “The Lure and Necessity of Process Theology,” Claremont 
School of Theology, Banquet for Process Theology Endowed Chair, 
Claremont, CA 

February 18, 2008: “The Problem of Modernity in Modern Theology,” Trinity 
College, Hartford, CT

February 27, 2008: “Catholic Liberalism and the Question of Philosophy,” Vernon 
Robertson Lecture, Bellarmine University, Louisville, KY 

February 28, 2008: “The Liberal Idea in American Politics and Religion,” 
Bellarmine University, Louisville, KY 

February 29, 2008: “In the Spirit of Emerson: Liberal Theology and the Unitarian 
Tradition,” Shelter Rock Unitarian Fellowship, Shelter Rock, NY  

March 12, 2008: “Reckoning with Terrorism and American Empire: Iraq, Iran, and 
the Middle East,” Towns Lecture, Allegheny College, Meadville, PA

March 13, 2008: “Making the Connections: Economy, Empire, Ecology, Ethics,” 
Allegheny College, Meadville, PA 

March 18, 2008: “Standing for Progressive Christianity: Theology, Politics, and 
the Witness of Riverside Church,” Riverside Church, New York, NY 

March 20, 2008: “The Social Ethical Imagination: Peabody, Pickering, and the 
Politics of the Color Line,” George Pickering Memorial Lecture in Social 
Ethics, University of Detroit, Detroit, MI

April 1, 2008: “Liberal Christianity in Public: Interrogating the Niebuhrian 
Model,” Columbia University, Religion Unwound Series, New York, NY   

April 9, 2008: “Niebuhrian Realism as Theology and Ethics,” Foundation for 
Reformed Theology, Union Theological Seminary, New York, NY 

April 11, 2008: “A Hidden Renaissance: The Crisis and Irony of Postmodern 
Liberal Theology,” Conference on American Religious Liberalism: Retrospect 
and Prospect, Center for the Study of Religion, Princeton University, 
Princeton, NJ
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April 13, 2008, “Affliction, Violence, Calvary, and Love Divine,” Sermon at 
Princeton University Chapel, Princeton, NJ 

April 20, 2008: “The Modernist Controversy in American Protestantism,” Brick 
Presbyterian Church, New York, NY 

April 30, 2008: “The Ethical Unavoidability of Politics,” Conference on Religion 
and Politics, General Theological Seminary, New York, NY

May 4, 2008: “The Spirit and Forms of Love Divine,” First Presbyterian Church, 
New Canaan, CT

May 4, 2008: “Progressive Theology Today,” First Presbyterian Church, New 
Canaan, CT

May 18, 2008: “The Impatience of Job and the Mystery of God,” Henry Sloane 
Coffin Series, Church of the Covenant, Cleveland, OH

May 18, 2008: “Imagining Progressive Religion: The Theology and Ethics of 
Liberal Christianity,” Henry Sloane Coffin Series, Church of the Covenant, 
Cleveland, OH

July 7, 2008: “The Crisis and Necessity of Liberal Theology,” Chautauqua 
Institution, Chautauqua, NY

July 8, 2008: “Social Ethical Disruptions: Economic Democracy, Racial Justice, and 
Progressive Christianity,” Chautauqua Institution, Chautauqua, NY 

July 9, 2008: “The Niebuhrian Legacy: Reinhold Niebuhr as Social Ethicist, 
Theologian, and Public Intellectual,” Chautauqua Institution, Chautauqua, 
NY

July 10, 2008: “Neoconservatism, the Iraq Debacle, and the Crisis of American 
Empire,” Chautauqua Institution, Chautauqua, NY

July 11, 2008: “The Personal is the Political, Theological, and Social Ethical; Or, 
How I Got Like This,” Chautauqua Institution, Chautauqua, NY

July 14, 2008: “Interrogating White Supremacy: Culture, Psychology, Politics, and 
Economics,” Highlands Institute for Religious and Philosophical Thought, 
Highlands, NC
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July 15, 2008: “Reflections on Whiteness and Racial Justice,” Highlands Institute 
for Religious and Philosophical Thought, Highlands, NC

July 21, 2008: “The Relevance and Limits of Ethical Realism,” Highlands Institute 
for Religious and Philosophical Thought, Highlands, NC 

July 22, 2008: “Questioning Authority,” Highlands Institute for Religious and 
Philosophical Thought, Highlands, NC

August 7, 2008: “Dialectics of Difference: Barth, Whitehead, Modern Theology, 
and the Uses and Perils of Worldviews,” Keynote Lecture, International 
Conference on the Impact of Worldviews on the Sustainability of 
Democracies, Highlands Institute for Religious and Philosophical Thought, 
Assisi, Italy 

September 19, 2008: “Theologies in Conflict: The Anglican Schism as a 
Theological Crisis,” Torcher Lecture Series, Clergy Day, Episcopal Diocese of 
Kansas, Topeka, KS

September 19, 2008: “Economy, Difference, and Empire: Social Ethical 
Intersections,” Torcher Lecture Series, Clergy Day, Episcopal Diocese of 
Kansas, Topeka, KS

October 4, 2008: “Borders, Frameworks, and Social Justice: Thinking Social-
Ethically,” Robert C. Lamar Lecture Series, First Presbyterian Church, Albany, 
NY 

October 5, 2008: “Theological Conversation Today: Borderlands and 
Frameworks,” Robert C. Lamar Lecture Series, First Presbyterian Church, 
Albany, NY

October 5, 2008: “In Spirit and In Truth,” Robert C. Lamar Lecture Series, First 
Presbyterian Church, Albany, NY 

October 7, 2008: “Defying White Supremacism: Reverdy C. Ransom and the 
Black Social Gospel,” Burke Library of Columbia University, Friends of Burke 
Library Lecture, Union Theological Seminary, New York, NY 

October 16, 2008: “Theology and Ethics at Union Seminary, 1836 to 2008 and 
Beyond,” Union Days Symposium, Union Theological Seminary, New York, 
NY
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October 19, 2008: “Caesar’s Coin and the Snares of Empire,” St. Michael’s 
Episcopal Church, New York, NY

October 19, 2008: “Racial Justice as Ethics and Politics,” St. Michael’s Episcopal 
Church, New York, NY 

October 22, 2008: “Militaristic Illusions: Neoconservatism and the Foreign Policy 
Alternatives,” Union Theological Seminary Election Series, St. James 
Episcopal Church, New York, NY 

October 24, 2008:  “Crisis Dialectics: The Barthian Revolt as Theology and 
Politics,” Conference on “The Weimar Moment: Liberalism, Political 
Theology, and Law,” University of Wisconsin-Madison Law School, Madison, 
WI 

November 2, 2008: “Social Ethics for Social Justice: Economy, Race, and 
Progressive Christianity,” Trinity Presbyterian Church, Atlanta, GA

November 2, 2008: “Turning Point Issues: What Kind of Country Do We Want to 
Be?” Trinity Presbyterian Church, Atlanta, GA 

November 7, 2008: “Ethical Intersections in Progressive Christianity,” Parry 
Lectures, Plymouth Congregational Church, Fort Wayne, IN 

November 8, 2008: “Alternatives to Militarism and Empire,” Parry Lectures, 
Plymouth Congregational Church, Fort Wayne, IN

November 8, 2008: “Liberal Theology and the Crisis of Progressive Christianity,” 
Parry Lectures, Plymouth Congregational Church, Fort Wayne, IN 

November 9, 2008: “Wounds of the Spirit: Suffering, Calvary, and the Love 
Divine,” Parry Lectures, Plymouth Congregational Church, Fort Wayne, IN

November 11, 2008: “Social Ethics for Social Justice: Renewing an Ecumenical 
Tradition,” Opening Plenary Keynote Address, General Assembly of the 
National Council of Churches, Denver, CO 

November 12, 2008: “On Waking Up in a Better Country: Reflections on the 
Election,” Columbia University, United Campus Ministries, New York, NY

November 19, 2008: “Ethical Theory from Plato to the Early Enlightenment: 
Philosophy and Method in Christian Ethics,” General Theological Seminary, 
New York, NY
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December 7, 2008: “Religious Diversity as a Justice Issue: Theology, Authority, 
Proselytism, and Ecumenism,” Keynote Address, Council of Centers on 
Jewish-Christian Relations, Sacred Heart University, Fairfield, CT

December 9, 2008: “Ethical Theory from Kant to Postmodernism: Philosophy, 
Method, and Cultural Criticism in Christian Ethics,” General Theological 
Seminary, New York, NY 

January 7, 2009: “The Obama Moment and the Social Witness of the Black 
Churches,” Theological Intensive, The Graduate School of Theological 
Studies, Rutgers University, New Brunswick, NJ 

January 26, 2009: “Politics, Theology, and the (or at least, my) Social Ethical 
Bridge,” Theology on Tap, Trinity Church Wall Street/General Theological 
Seminary, New York, NY 

February 11, 2009: “Christianity and the Social Crisis, 1907 and 2009,” 
Christianity and the U.S. Crisis, Course and Public Forum, Union Theological 
Seminary, New York, NY

February 18, 2009: “Ironic Complexities: Making Sense of Reinhold Niebuhr,” 
Christianity and the U.S. Crisis Forum, Union Theological Seminary, New 
York, NY 

February 19, 2009: “The Liberal Upsurge: The Modernist and Evangelical 
Impulses in Social Gospel Liberalism,” Southern Baptist Theological 
Seminary, Conference on American Religious History, Louisville, KY 

February 23, 2009: “Society as the Subject of Redemption: Walter Rauschenbusch 
and the Social Ethics of the Social Gospel,” Paul E. Raither Distinguished 
Scholar Lectures, Trinity College, Hartford, CT

February 26, 2009: “Environmentalism as Religious Philosophy and Politics,” 
Earth Institute/Center for the Scientific Study of Religion, Columbia 
University, New York, NY 

March 1, 2009: “Social Ethics for Social Justice: Economics, Race, and Progressive 
Christianity,” St. James Episcopal Church, New York, NY 

March 1, 2009: “Not By Bread Alone: The Wilderness Within and Without,” St. 
James Episcopal Church, New York, NY 
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March 4, 2009: “Christian Realism as Theological Anthropology,” Christianity 
and the U.S. Crisis Forum, Union Theological Seminary, New York, NY

March 13, 2009: “Constructing and Interpreting Liberal Theology,” Ford 
Foundation Conference on Transforming Theology, Claremont School of 
Theology, Claremont, CA

March 16, 2009: “A Cooperative Commonwealth: The Theology and Politics of 
the Social Gospel,” Arizona State University, Conference on the Social Gospel 
Movement, Center for the Study of Religion and Conflict, Tempe, AZ

March 23, 2009: “Society as the Subject of Redemption, Part II: Niebuhrian 
Realism as Social Ethics and Theology,” Paul E. Raither Distinguished Scholar 
Lectures, Trinity College, Hartford, CT

March 25, 2009: “Economic Globalization and Global Crash: A Case for Economic 
Democracy,” Christianity and the U.S. Crisis Forum, Union Theological 
Seminary, New York, NY 

March 29, 2009: “Social Ethics for Social Justice: Economics, Race, and 
Progressive Christianity,” Episcopal Diocese of New York, Episcopal 
Churches of Staten Island, Staten Island, NY 

April 1, 2009: “Critical Race Theory and the Culture of Nihilism: Thinking With 
Cornel West,” Christianity and the U.S. Crisis Forum, Abyssinian Baptist 
Church, New York, NY 

April 4, 2009: “Break the Oligarchy: A Critique of Obama’s Economic Policy,” 
American Theological Society, Princeton Theological Seminary, Princeton, NJ 

April 15, 2009: “Feminist Theory and Theology: Responding to Serene Jones on 
the Alluring, Mirrored, and Unending Cross,” Christianity and the U.S. Crisis 
Forum, Union Theological Seminary, New York, NY  

April 18, 2009: “Public Banks in Economic Democracy: Theory and Practice,” Left 
Forum, Pace University, New York, NY 

April 23, 2009: “Imagining Economic Justice: Social Ethics for a Just Society,” 
Austin Samaritan Center, Ethics in Business Annual Dinner, Austin, TX

April 29, 2009: “Dilemmas of American Empire: Iraq, Iran, and Afghanistan,” 
Christianity and the U.S. Crisis Forum, Union Theological Seminary Forum, 
New York, NY 
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May 6, 2009: “What Is Social Justice?” Christianity and the U.S. Crisis Forum, 
Union Theological Seminary Forum, New York, NY 

May 14, 2009: “Social Ethics in the Making: Renewing an American Ecumenical 
Tradition,” Reformed Church of Bronxville, Bronxville, NY 

May 17, 2009: “Nature’s Economy: Feminist Eco-Theology and the Renewal of 
Creation,” Brick Presbyterian Church, New York, NY

May 29, 2009: “A Theological and Social Ethical Case for Economic Democracy,” 
Seymour Symposium/Binkley Baptist Church/North Carolina Council of 
Churches, Chapel Hill, NC 

May 30, 2009: “An Economic and Ecological Case for Economic Democracy,” 
Seymour Symposium, Chapel Hill, NC.

May 30, 2009: “The Crisis and Necessity of Liberal Theology,” Seymour 
Symposium, Chapel Hill, NC.

May 30, 2009: “Intersections: Theology, Politics, and Social Ethics,” Seymour 
Symposium, Chapel Hill, NC

May 31, 2009: “The Lure and Cross of Love Divine,” Seymour Symposium, 
Chapel Hill, NC  

June 27, 2009: “Theology of Freedom: Social Ethics in the Obama Era,” Envision 
Conference, Washington, DC 

July 16, 2009: “Liberal Theologies in the Making: Comparing the German, 
English, and North American Traditions,” Modern Church Union Annual 
Conference, Hoddesdon, UK 

July 16, 2009: “Social Christianities in the Making: English Socialism and the 
American Social Gospel,” Modern Church Union Annual Conference, 
Hoddesdon, UK 

July 17, 2009: “Where Are We in Theology and Social Ethics Today?” Modern 
Church Union Annual Conference, Hoddesdon, UK  

July 20, 2009: “A Theological Case for Economic Democracy,” Highlands Institute 
for Religious and Philosophical Thought, Highlands, NC
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July 21, 2009: “A Social Ethical Case for Economic Democracy,” Highlands 
Institute for Religious and Philosophical Thought, Highlands, NC

July 27, 2009: “An Economic and Ecological Case for Economic Democracy,” 
Highlands Institute for Religious and Philosophical Thought, Highlands, NC

July 28, 2009: “The Blue Dogs are Wrong: Getting a Decent Health Care System,” 
Highlands Institute for Religious and Philosophical Thought, Highlands, NC

August 15, 2009: “The Blue Dogs are Wrong: Getting a Decent Health Care 
System,” Coalition for Universal Health Coverage, Philadelphia, PA

September 25, 2009: “Public Options, Weak and Strong: The Case for a Strong 
One,” New York University, New York, NY 

October 1, 2009: “The Socialist Difference: Karl Barth, Paul Tillich, and Modern 
Theology,” New York Theological Seminary, New York, NY 

October 6, 2009: “Rethink Afghanistan,” Students for Peace and Justice, Quad 
Cinema, New York, NY 

October 22, 2009: “Public Options, Weak and Strong: The Case for a Strong One,” 
Pace University, New York, NY 

October 29, 2009: “Divine Economy and Political Economics,” National Council 
of Churches, Conference on the Economic Crisis, Interchurch Center, New 
York, NY 

November 7, 2009: “Interrogating Neoconservative Religion: Richard John 
Neuhaus, Reinhold Niebuhr, and the Politics and Ethics of Moral Consensus,” 
Reinhold Niebuhr Society, American Academy of Religion, Montreal, Canada 

November 13, 2009: “Economic Crash, Economic Democracy, and the Economics 
of Empire,” National Jobs for All Coalition/National Council of Churches, 
National Conference on Living-Wage Jobs for All, Interchurch Center, New 
York, NY 

November 15, 2009: “Economy, Empire, and Environment: Social Ethics for Social 
Justice,” Nassau Presbyterian Church, Princeton, NJ 

November 20, 2009: “Ethical Theory from Plato to the Early Enlightenment: 
Philosophy and Method in Christian Ethics,” General Theological Seminary, 
New York, NY

!  44



Page �  - Vita of Gary Dorrien45

November 21, 2009: “Breaking the Oligarchy: Economic Meltdown and 
Rethinking Economic Democracy,” Norman Thomas Society of Central 
Pennsylvania, Lewisburg, PA 

December 4, 2009: “Ethical Theory from Kant to Postmodernism: Philosophy, 
Method, and Cultural Criticism in Christian Ethics,” General Theological 
Seminary, New York, NY

January 9, 2010: “The Wilderness Within and Without,” St. Paul’s on the Green, 
Norwalk, CT 

January 14, 2010: “The Voice of Religion in American History,” Bridge Institute, 
Ponte Vedra Beach, FL

January 26, 2010: “Perpetual War: Afghanistan, the Middle East, and the 
Dilemmas of American Empire,” Lifelines Institute, All Souls Church, New 
York, NY 

February 18, 2010: “Perpetual War: Afghanistan, the Middle East, and the 
Dilemmas of American Empire,” University of Michigan, Ann Arbor, MI 

February 23, 2010: “Progressive Social Movements, Religious and Otherwise,” 
Progressive Christian Initiative, Plymouth Center for Progressive Christianity, 
Minneapolis, MN 

March 16, 2010: “The Spirit of Liberal Theology: Crisis, Irony, Postmodernity,” 
Drew University School of Theology, Madison, NJ

March 20, 1010: “Social Ethics for Social Justice: Turbo-Capitalism, Economic 
Crisis, and Economic Democracy,” Community for Integrative Learning and 
Silverside Church Forum, Silverside Church, Wilmington, DE

March 21, 2010: “Caesar’s Coin and the Social Gospel of Jesus,” Silverside 
Church, Wilmington, DE

March 21, 2010: “Society as the Subject of Redemption: The Politics of the 
Ecumenical Social Creeds,” Community for Integrative Learning and 
Silverside Church Forum, Silverside Church, Wilmington, DE  

March 29, 2010: “The Crisis and Necessity of Liberal Theology,” Paul E. Raither 
Distinguished Professor Lecture, Trinity College, Hartford, CT
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April 11, 2010: “Social Gospel, Social Ethics, Social Justice: The Founding of Social 
Christianity,” All Souls Unitarian Church, New York, NY 

April 15, 2020: “Intellectual Heavyweights in a Sound Bite World,” Auburn 
Theological Seminary Presidential Inauguration Forum, WNYC, New York, 
NY 

April 18, 2010: “Realism in Question: Reinhold Niebuhr’s Theology, Social Ethics, 
and Politics,” All Souls Unitarian Church, New York, NY 

April 23, 2010: “U.S. American Militarism in the Global South,” World Without 
Empires Conference, Union Theological Seminary, New York, NY 

April 25, 2010: “Nature’s Economy: Ecology, Feminist Theory, and Eco-Feminist 
Theology,” All Souls Unitarian Church, New York, NY 

April 26, 2010: “When Banking was Boring: The Politics of the Economic Crash 
and Aftermath,” Paul E. Raither Distinguished Professor Lecture, Trinity 
College, Hartford, CT

May 2, 2010: “Economic Crisis, Social Ethics, and Economic Democracy,” All 
Souls Unitarian Church, New York, NY

May 6, 2010: “Economic Crisis, Social Ethics, and Economic Democracy,” Bergen 
Community College, Paramus, NJ 

May 16, 2010: “Churches in the Struggle: The Social Ethical Legacy of Ecumenical 
Christianity,” Lancaster Theological Seminary, Lancaster, PA 

May 17, 2010: “Economic Crisis, Social Ethics, and Economic Democracy,” 
Lancaster Theological Seminary, Lancaster, PA

May 19, 2010: “Economic Crisis, Social Ethics, and Economic Democracy,” 
Conference on Faith and Public Life, Princeton Theological Seminary, 
Princeton, NJ 

May 23, 2010: “Moral Imagination and the Ways of Knowing,” Commencement 
Honors Banquet, Trinity College, Hartford, CT 

June 2, 2010: “An Interfaith Awakening?: Lessons from the Four Great 
Awakenings,” Healing of the Nations Foundation, New York, NY 
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June 11, 2010: “Progressive Christian Activism and the Case for Public Banks,” 
National Conference, Network of Spiritual Progressives, Washington, DC 

June 14, 2010: “Hegelian Spirit in Question: The Idealistic Spirit of Liberal 
Theology,” Keynote Address, Highlands Institute for Religious and 
Philosophical Thought National Conference, Colorado Springs, Colorado 

July 19, 2010: “The Personal is the Political, Social Ethical and Theological: How I 
Got Like This,” Highlands Institute for Religious and Philosophical Thought, 
Highlands, NC

July 20, 2010: “Theological Education Today: Generations, Diversity, Crisis, 
Renewal,” Highlands Institute for Religious and Philosophical Thought, 
Highlands, NC

July 26, 2010: “Nature’s Economy: Ecology, Feminist Theory, and Eco-Feminist 
Theology,” Highlands Institute for Religious and Philosophical Thought, 
Highlands, NC

July 27, 2010: “Ecology as Theology and Politics,” Highlands Institute for 
Religious and Philosophical Thought, Highlands, NC

July 28, 2010: “Commonwealth Economics: Economic Justice in Ecumenical 
Perspective,” Ghost Ranch Conference Center, Abiquiu, NM 

July 29, 2010: “Economic Globalization, Economic Crisis, Economic Democracy,” 
Ghost Ranch Conference Center, Abiquiu, NM 

July 30, 2010: “Cracks in the Empire: The Economics and Politics of U.S. 
Militarism,” Ghost Ranch Conference Center, Abiquiu, NM 

July 31, 2010: “Social Justice Advocacy: Strategy, Organizing, Vision,” Ghost 
Ranch Conference Center, Abiquiu, NM 

September 16, 2010: “Progressive Religion as Theology,” Rice University, 
Houston, TX

September 17, 2010: “The Social Gospel in Black and White,” Rice University, 
Houston, TX 

September 23, 2010: “The Cathedral of the World: Forrest Church and Liberal 
Religion,” Forrest Church Inaugural Lectureship, Union Theological 
Seminary, New York, NY 
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October 1, 2010: “Social Ethics in the Making: Interpreting an American 
Tradition,” Symposium on Social Ethics in the Making, by Gary Dorrien; 
Society of Presbyterian Theological Educators, Columbia Theological 
Seminary, Decatur, GA 

October 2, 2010: “Economy, Ethics, and Ecology,” Symposium on Social Ethics in 
the Making, by Gary Dorrien; Society of Presbyterian Theological Educators, 
Columbia Theological Seminary, Decatur, GA 

November 1, 2010: “Beyond the Spirit of Empire,” American Academy of 
Religion, Atlanta, GA 

November 12, 2010: “Political Economy and the Politics of the Economic Crisis,” 
New York University, New York, NY 

November 14, 2010: “Economic Crisis, Social Ethics, and Economic Democracy,” 
Ferris Lecture, Emmanuel Episcopal Church, Baltimore, MD 

December 2, 2010: “Economic Democracy and the Case for State Banks,” 
Network on Economic Democracy, Washington, DC 

December 3, 2010: “Ethical Theory from Plato to the Early Enlightenment: 
Philosophy and Method in Christian Ethics,” General Theological Seminary, 
New York, NY 

December 10, 2010: “Ethical Theory from Kant to Postmodernism: Philosophy, 
Method, and Cultural Criticism in Christian Ethics,” General Theological 
Seminary, New York, NY 

January 7, 2011: Symposium on Social Ethics in the Making, by Gary Dorrien; 
Society of Christian Ethics, New Orleans, Louisiana 

February 8, 2011: “The Idea of Social Ethics,” Center Institute/Unitarian 
Universalist Minister’s Association, Asilomar Conference Center, Pacific 
Grove, CA  

February 9, 2011: “Idealism in Question: Walter Rauschenbusch and the Social 
Gospel,” Center Institute/Unitarian Universalist Minister’s Association, 
Asilomar Conference Center, Pacific Grove, CA  

February 9, 2011: “Realism in Question: Reinhold Niebuhr’s Theology, Politics, 
and Social Ethics,” Center Institute/Unitarian Universalist Minister’s 
Association, Asilomar Conference Center, Pacific Grove, CA 
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February 10, 2011: “Relational Relativity: Feminism, Religion, and Economics,” 
Center Institute/Unitarian Universalist Minister’s Association, Asilomar 
Conference Center, Pacific Grove, CA 

February 10, 2011: “Economic Globalization, Economic Crisis, Economic 
Democracy,” Center Institute/UUA Minister’s Association, Asilomar 
Conference Center, Pacific Grove, CA

February 11, 2011: “Cracks in the Empire: The Economics and Politics of U.S. 
Militarism,” Center Institute/UUA Minister’s Association, Asilomar 
Conference Center, Pacific Grove, CA 

February 11, 2011: “Social Justice Advocacy: Strategy, Organizing, Vision,” Center 
Institute/UUA Minister’s Association, Asilomar Conference Center, Pacific 
Grove, CA 

February 24, 2011: “Relational Justice: Rights, Right Order, and the Principles of 
Justice,” Conference on The Niebuhrian Moment, Then and Now: Religion, 
Democracy, and Political Realism, Princeton University, Princeton, NJ 

March 13, 2011: “Commonwealth Economics: The Social Gospel of Social Justice,” 
St. James Episcopal Church, West Hartford, CT

March 13, 2011: Lent One Sermon, St. James Episcopal Church, West Hartford, 
CT

March 25, 2011: “Rethinking Economic Democracy,” Conference on Capitalism 
and Christianity, Union Theological Seminary, New York, NY 

March 27, 2011: “Immanuel Kant, the Categories of Understanding, and the 
Making of Transcendental Idealism,” Forum Series, All Souls Church, New 
York, NY 

March 31, 2011: “James Luther Adams and the Spirit of Freedom,” James Luther 
Adams Society, Manhattan College, New York, NY 

April 3, 2011: “Immanuel Kant, Moral Religion, and the Making of 
Transcendental Idealism,” Forum Series, All Souls Church, New York, NY 

April 4, 2011: “Immanuel Kant: Enlightenment, Subjectivity, and the Concepts of 
Understanding,” Paul E. Raither Distinguished Professor Lecture, Trinity 
College, Hartford, CT 
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April 10, 2011: “Samuel Taylor Coleridge, Post-Kantian Subjectivity, and the 
Making of Transcendental Idealism,” Forum Series, All Souls Church, New 
York, NY 

April 17, 2011: “Ralph Waldo Emerson, Theodore Parker, and the Making of 
Transcendental Idealism,” Forum Series, All Souls Church, New York, NY 

May 1, 2011: “Breaking the Oligarchy: Political Economics for a Just Economy,” 
Conference on The Leading Edge: Faith, Justice, and the Economy,” Middle 
Collegiate Church, New York, NY 

May 5, 2011: “The Crisis and Necessity of Liberal Theology,” William Jewett 
Tucker Foundation Lecture, Dartmouth College, Hanover, New Hampshire

May 5, 2011: “Economic Crisis and Economic Democracy,” James and David Orr 
Lecture on Culture and Religion, Dartmouth College, Hanover, New 
Hampshire

June 17, 2011: “Nature’s Economy: A Social Ethical Perspective on 
Environmentalism,” Envision Conference, Interchurch Center, New York NY 

June 24, 2011: “Theology in a Liberal, Post-Kantian, Postmodern Spirit,” Plenary 
Address, General Assembly, Unitarian Universalist Association, Charlotte, 
NC 

July 11, 2011: “Against Domination: Liberation Theologies in the United States,” 
Chautauqua Institution, Chautauqua, NY 

July 14, 2011: “Against Domination: Liberation Theologies in Central America,” 
Chautauqua Institution, Chautauqua, NY

July 25, 2011: “Five Theories of Justice,” Trinity Lutheran Seminary, Great Lakes 
Theological Academy, Traverse City, MI 

July 26, 2011: “Social Ethics for Social Justice,” Trinity Lutheran Seminary, Great 
Lakes Theological Academy, Traverse City, MI 

July 27, 2011: “War, Empire, and Humanitarian Intervention,” Trinity Lutheran 
Seminary, Great Lakes Theological Academy, Traverse City, MI

July 28, 2011: “Banks, Budgets, and Economics,” Trinity Lutheran Seminary, 
Great Lakes Theological Academy, Traverse City, MI
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July 29, 2011: “The Common Good and the Common Bad,” Trinity Lutheran 
Seminary, Great Lakes Theological Academy, Traverse City, MI

August 28, 2011: Sermon, Riverside Church, New York, NY 

September 20, 2011: “Liberal Theology as Post-Kantian Idealism,” Forrest Church 
Lecture on Liberal Religion and Politics, Union Theological Seminary, New 
York, NY 

September 25, 2011: “Social Ethics for Social Justice: Renewing an Ecumenical 
Tradition,” St. Peter’s Episcopal Church, 250th Anniversary Celebration, 
Philadelphia, PA

September 25, 2011: 2 sermons, St. Peter’s Episcopal Church, Philadelphia, PA

October 27, 2011: “Economic Crisis, the Commonwealth of God, and Economic 
Justice,” Grace-Emmanuel Series Inaugural Lecture, Amherst, MA 

November 1, 2011: “Economic Crisis, Social Ethics, and Economic Democracy,” 
University Seminar, Studies in Religion, Columbia University, New York, NY 

November 4, 2011: “What Is Economic Democracy?” Occupy Wall Street 
Theology Group, General Theological Seminary, New York, NY 

November 15, 2011: “Liberalism Adrift: American Theology in the 1920s,” 
Dietrich Bonhoeffer Symposium, Union Theological Seminary, New York, NY 

November 18, 2011: “Reinhold Niebuhr and Realist Foreign Policy,” Society for 
U.S. Intellectual History, CUNY Graduate Center, New York, NY 

November 19, 2011: “Beyond the Pale: Reading Ethics from the Margin,” 
American Academy of Religion, San Francisco, CA

November 20, 2011: “The Persistence of the Prophetic,” American Academy of 
Religion, San Francisco, CA 

November 27, 2011: Advent 1 Sermon, Riverside Church, New York, NY 

December 3, 2011: “Political Economy for the 99 Percent: Why the Occupy Wall 
Street Movement Matters,” keynote, Conference on Occupy Wall Street, 
Rutgers Presbyterian Church, New York, NY 
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December 9, 2011: “Ethical Theory from Plato to the Early Enlightenment: 
Philosophy and Method in Christian Ethics,” General Theological Seminary, 
New York, NY 

December 16, 2011: “Ethical Theory from Kant to Postmodernism: Philosophy, 
Method, and Cultural Criticism in Christian Ethics,” General Theological 
Seminary, New York, NY

Sabbatical, 2nd semester of 2011-12 academic year 

January 7, 2012: Forum on the Future of Christian Ethics, Society of Christian 
Ethics, Washington, DC 

January 11, 2012: “What is a Just Distribution of Wealth and Power?” Inaugural 
Lecture, Wall Street Dialogues: Occupying the Moral Issues, Trinity Church 
Wall Street, New York, NY 

January 20, 2012: “Obama in Question: A Progressive Critique and Defense,” 
WMPR, New York  

February 4, 2012: “Making the Case for Public Banks,” Working Group on 
Economic Democracy, Washington, DC

February 12, 2012: “Economic Justice and Christian Social Ethics,” Trinity 
Lutheran Church, New York, NY 

February 19, 2012: “Economy, Difference, Empire: Social Ethics for Social Justice,” 
Rutgers Presbyterian Church, New York, NY 

March 12, 2012: “Obama in Question: A Progressive Critique and Defense,” 
Trinity College, Hartford CT

March 18, 2012: “Perpetual War, Ten Years Later: Afghanistan, Iraq, Iran and 
American Empire,” keynote, Kalamazoo Peace and Justice Coalition, 10th 
Anniversary Conference, Kalamazoo, MI 

March 21, 2012: “American Theology in the Last Generation of Old Princeton,” 
Conference on the History of Princeton Theological Seminary, Princeton 
Theological Seminary, Princeton, NJ 

March 24, 2012: “Economic Crisis, Economic Democracy, and the Commonwealth 
of God,” Keynote Lecture, Ecumenical Advocacy Days, National Council of 
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Churches/Church World Service/Bread for the World/Children’s Defense 
Fund/NETWORK, Washington, DC. 

March 27, 2012: “Renewing Ecumenical Social Ethics: The World as the Subject of 
Redemption,” Schaff Lectures, Pittsburgh Theological Seminary, Youngstown 
Ohio

March 27, 2012: “Economic Crisis, Economic Democracy, and Occupy Wall 
Street,” Schaff Lectures, Pittsburgh Theological Seminary, Youngstown, Ohio

March 28, 2012: "Inventing Social Christianity: The World as the Subject of 
Redemption,” Schaff Lectures, Pittsburgh Theological Seminary, Pittsburgh, 
PA

March 28, 2012: “Realism in Question: The Niebuhrian Critique and Legacy," 
Schaff Lectures, Pittsburgh Theological Seminary, Pittsburgh, PA

March 28, 2012: “Economic Crisis, Economic Democracy, and Occupy Wall 
Street," Schaff Lectures, Pittsburgh Theological Seminary, Pittsburgh, PA

March 31, 2012: “The Spirit and Necessity of Liberal Theology,” American 
Theological Society, Princeton Theological Seminary, Princeton, NJ 

April 12, 2012: “Panentheistic Panexperientialism: David Griffin’s Whiteheadian 
Religious Philosophy,” Conference on David Griffin and Whiteheadian 
Thought, Claremont School of Theology, Claremont, CA 

April 14, 2012: “Theodicy , Whiteheadian Metaphysics, and Liberal Theology,” 
Conference on David Griffin and Whiteheadian Thought, Claremont School 
of Theology, Claremont, CA

April 16, 2012: “The Obama Question: A Progressive Perspective,” Pilgrim Place, 
Claremont, CA 

April 20, 2012: “The Poverty Initiative and the Politics of Anti-Poverty Social 
Justice,” Gala Conference, Union Theological Seminary, New York, NY 

April 21, 2012: “Political Economy for a Just Society,” Keynote, Leading Edge 
Conference on Igniting Social Justice, Collegiate Middle Church, New York, 
NY 

April 24, 2012: “Idealistic Ordering: Kant, Hegel, Subjectivity, and Modern 
Theology,” Drew University, Madison, NJ 
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April 25, 2012: “The Obama Question: A Progressive Perspective,” Union 
Theological Seminary, New York, NY 

April 27, 2012: “Economic Crisis, Economic Democracy, and Occupy Wall Street," 
Ecumenical Conference on Economic Justice, Austin, TX 

April 28, 2012: “The Theory and Practice of Economic Democracy,” Ecumenical 
Conference on Economic Justice; Worker’s Defense Project and Cooperative 
Austin. 

April 29, 2012: “The Logic of Empire and the Kin-dom of God,” University 
United Methodist Church, Austin, TX 

May 6, 2012: “Obama in Question: Saving Capitalism from Itself,” New York, NY 

May 13, 2012: “Obama in Question: What Kind of Country?” All Souls Church, 
New York, NY 

May 20, 2012: “Obama in Question: American Empire and Perpetual War,” All 
Souls Church, New York, NY 

Approximately 150 radio and television programs in 2012, including KPFW Washington 
DC, Pacifica Network, WWRL New York, CBS New York, WNYC New York, WLRN Miami, 
WBAI New York, RagRadio Austin, WDUN Atlanta, KFTK St. Louis, WIP Philadelphia, 
WPHM Detroit, ABC New York, The Street, WYLD New Orleans, KSFR Sante Fe, WHO Des 
Moines, Clear Channel, KONP Port Angeles, WMPS Memphis, WISR Pittsburgh, WOCA Ocala, 
KMBH Brownsville, WNEW Washington DC, and KPOJ Portland.  

June 2, 2012: “Economic Crisis, Social Ethics, and Economic Democracy,” Belko Lectures, 
Northport, MI 

June 3, 2012: “What Is a Just Distribution of Wealth and Power?” Belko Lectures, Northport, MI  

July 29, 2012: “Reinhold Niebuhr’s Personalist Idealism and Political Realism,” International 
Institute for Personalist Thought, West Carolina University, NC  

July 30, 2012: “Idealism and Realism in Modern Theology,” International Institute for 
Personalist Thought, West Carolina University, NC 

August 2, 2012: “Niebuhr and Dewey: Pragmatisms in Conversation and Conflict,” International 
Institute for Personalist Thought, West Carolina University, NC  

September 10, 2012: “Economic Democracy and Social Justice: Renewing an Ecumenical 
Tradition,” St. Luke in the Fields Episcopal Church, New York NY  
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September 19, 2012: Panel Discussion with Joseph Stiglitz, Cornel West, and Serene Jones, 
Institute for New Economic Thinking, Union Theological Seminary, New York, NY 

September 24, 2012: “The Common Good, the Common Bad, and Economic Justice,” 40th 
Annual Faculties’ Convocation, Washington Theological Consortium, Washington, DC  

September 29, 2012: “The Election and After: What is At Stake,” Social Ethics Network, Union 
Theological Seminary, New York, NY  

October 6, 2012: “From Commonsense Moral Philosophy to Social Ethics: The Founding of 
Social Ethics,” William M. Johnson Lectures, Crescent Hill Baptist Church and Southern Baptist 
Theological Seminary, Louisville, KY  

October 6, 2012: “Renewing the Ecumenical Tradition of Social Ethics,” William M. Johnson 
Lectures, Crescent Hill Baptist Church and Southern Baptist Theological Seminary, Louisville, 
KY 

October 7, 2012: “Baptists in the Struggle for Social Justice,” Crescent Hill Baptist Church, 
Louisville, KY 

October 7, 2012: “Temples Burning: Christian Faith as Eschatology,” Crescent Hill Baptist 
Church, Louisville, KY 

October 12, 2012: Panel on Union Theological Seminary and Politics, Union Days, Union 
Theological Seminary, New York, NY 

October 15, 2012: “Economic Democracy in Question,” Yale University, Macmillan Center on 
Religion, Politics, and Society, New Haven, CT  

October 17, 2012: “Social Ethics for Social Justice: The Political Moment,” Faith and Politics 
Series, First Presbyterian Church, New Canaan, CT  

October 21, 2012: Debate with Rev. Dr. Richard Land on Politics, Social Ethics and a Just 
Society, University of Texas, Austin, TX  

November 2, 2012: “Economy, Livelihood and Our National Priorities,” Eugene City Club, 
Hilton Hotel, Eugene, OR 

November 2, 2012: “Renewing the Ecumenical Tradition of Social Ethics,” First Methodist 
Church, Eugene, OR 

November 2, 2012: “Social Ethics for Social Justice,” Center for Religion, Law, and 
Democracy,” Willamette University, Salem, OR  

November 9, 2012: “Economic Democracy, Then and Now: Christian Social Ethics,” Couillard 
Lectures, Moravian Theological Seminary, Bethlehem, PA 
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November 9, 2012: “Economic Democracy, Then and Now: Secular Social Theory,” Couillard 
Lectures, Moravian Theological Seminary, Bethlehem, PA 

November 9, 2012: “Economic Democracy, Now: Experiments, Politics, and Movements,” 
Moravian Theological Seminary, Bethlehem, PA 

November 10, 2012: “Modernism as a Theological Problem,” Harper’s Ferry Association, 
Cacapon State Park, Berkeley Springs, WV  

November 10, 2012: “Modern Theology, Post-Kantian Idealism, and Emersonian 
Transendentalism,” Harper’s Ferry Association, Cacapon State Park, Berkeley Springs, WV 

November 11, 2012: “Postmodernity as a Theological and Spiritual Problem,” Harper’s Ferry 
Association, Cacapon State Park, Berkeley Springs, WV 

November 11, 2012: “Renewing the Ecumenical Tradition of Social Ethics,” Harper’s Ferry 
Association, Cacapon State Park, Berkeley Springs, WV 

November 18, 2012: American Academy of Religion, lecture and panel discussion on The 
Obama Question: A Progressive Perspective  

November 29, 2012: “Social Ethics for Social Justice: The Idea of Economic Democracy,” 
Collins Lectures, Ecumenical Ministries of Oregon, “God’s Economy,” Trinity Episcopal 
Cathedral, Portland, OR 

November 29, 2012: “The Ethics and Politics of Economic Justice,” Trinity Episcopal Cathedral, 
Portland, OR 

December 7, 2012: “Ethical Theory from Plato to the Early Enlightenment: Philosophy and 
Method in Christian Ethics,” General Theological Seminary, New York, NY  

December 14, 2012: “Ethical Theory from Kant to Postmodernism: Philosophy, Method, and 
Cultural Criticism in Christian Ethics,” General Theological Seminary, New York, NY 

January 4, 2013: “Social Ethics in the Academy, Religious Community, and Public,” Graduate 
Student Organization, Society of Christian Ethics, Chicago, IL  

January 4, 2013: “Intersections of Monetary Policy and Fiscal Policy: The Case for Public 
Banks,” Monetary Policy Group, Society of Christian Ethics, Chicago, IL  

January 18, 2013: “Social Ethics for Social Justice: Renewing an Ecumenical Tradition,” January 
Adventure Ecumenical Association, Epworth by the Sea, Saint Simons Island, GA 

January 19, 2013: “Idealism and Realism in Question,” January Adventure Ecumenical 
Association, Epworth by the Sea, Saint Simons Island, GA  
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January 19, 2013: “The Spirit and Crisis of Liberal Theology,” January Adventure Ecumenical 
Association, Epworth by the Sea, Saint Simons Island, GA 

January 20, 2013: “Economy, Empire, Ecology,” January Adventure Ecumenical Association, 
Epworth by the Sea, Saint Simons Island, GA 

January 20, 2013: “The Wilderness Within and Without,” January Adventure Ecumenical 
Association, Epworth by the Sea, Saint Simons Island, GA 

January 26, 2013: Ordination Sermon for Sara Biggs Dorrien, First Presbyterian Church, 
Kalamazoo, MI  

February 9, 2013: “Common Good(s): Economy, Ecology, and Political Theology,” Twelfth 
Transdisciplinary Theological Colloquium, Drew Theological School, Madison, NJ  

February 14, 2013: “Ethical Reflections on the Crisis of Capitalism,” Berkshire Capital Group, 
New York, NY  

February 23, 2013: “The Crisis and Necessity of Progressive Theology: Society as a Subject of 
Redemption,” Theologian in Residence Program, Ames United Church of Christ, Ames, IA  

February 23, 2013: “The Crisis and Necessity of Progressive Theology: Idealism and Realism in 
Question,” Theologian in Residence Program, Ames United Church of Christ, Ames, IA 

February 23, 2013: “The Crisis and Necessity of Progressive Theology: Theological 
Imagination,” Theologian in Residence Program, Ames United Church of Christ, Ames, IA 

February 24, 2013: “Reflections on The Crisis and Necessity of Progressive Theology,” 
Theologian in Residence Program, Ames United Church of Christ, Ames, IA 

February 24, 2013: “The Discerning Word,” Ames United Church of Christ, Ames, IA  

March 7, 2013: "Idealistic Subjectivity: Kant, Hegel, Royce, and Self-Knowing,” Society for the 
Advancement of American Philosophy, Richard Stockton College of New Jersey, Galloway, NJ  

March 14, 2013: “Social Ethics and Religious Literacy,” Berkshire Capital Group and the Center 
for Religious Literacy, New York, NY  

March 16, 2013: “Social Ethics for Social Justice: Renewing an Ecumenical Tradition,” St. 
Michael and All Angels Church, Dallas, TX  

March 17, 2013: “The Coin of Caesar and the Kin-dom of God,” St. Michael and All Angels 
Church, Dallas, TX  

March 17, 2013: “Economic Democracy in Theory and Practice,” St. Michael and All Angels 
Church, Dallas, TX  
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April 12, 2013: “Justice in the Making: The Near and the Far,” Inaugural W. W. Finlator Lecture 
in Faith and Social Justice, Pullen Memorial Baptist Church, Raleigh, NC  

April 13, 2013: “Economic Democracy in Theory and Practice,” Finlater Lecture Panel, Pullen 
Memorial Baptist Church, Raleigh, NC 

April 14, 2013: “Social Ethics for Social Justice: Renewing an Ecumenical Tradition,” Pullen 
Memorial Baptist Church, Raleigh, NC 

April 15, 2013: “Economy, Politics, Empire: Progressive Politics and Religion Today,” Leading 
Edge Conference, Middle Collegiate Church, New York, NY  

April 18, 2013: Panel Discussion, Economic Justice in Christianity and Buddhism, Paul Knitter 
Conference on Interfaith Work, Union Theological Seminary, New York, NY  

April 24, 2013: Panel Discussion with Amartya Sen, Cornel West and Serene Jones, Institute for 
New Economic Thinking, Union Theological Seminary, New York, NY  

May 9, 2013: “Kantian Reason and Hegelian Spirit: The Idealistic Logic of Modern Theology,” 
Union Theological Seminary  

September 24, 2013: “Social Ethics in the Academy, Religious Community, and Public,” Harvard 
Divinity School, Cambridge, MA  

October 5, 2013: “A Tribute to Four Teachers, and Alma College,” Distinguished Alumni Award 
Ceremony, Alma College, Alma, MI  

October 11, 2013: “Reflections on Progressive Christianity, Yesterday and Today,” Union Days, 
Union Theological Seminary  

October 15, 2013: “The Lure of Love Divine,” Harvard Memorial Chapel, Harvard University, 
Cambridge, MA  

October 18, 2013: “Religious Communities and Economic Rights,” Conference on “An 
Economic Bill of Rights for the 21st Century,” National Jobs for All Coalition, Columbia 
University  

November 13, 2013: Panel Discussion with Michael Sandel and Serene Jones, Institute for New 
Economic Thinking, Union Theological Seminary  

November 24, 2013: “Religion, Class, and Economic Justice: A Proposal,” American Academy 
of Religion, Baltimore, MD  

January 11, 2014: “Idolatry, Subversive Hope, and Latino/a Liberationism: Reflections Inspired 
by Orlando Espín,” Society of Christian Ethics, Seattle, WA  
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January 17, 2014: “The Spirit of Modern Theology: Kant, Schleiermacher, and the Founding of 
Modern Theology,” Epworth January Adventure, St. Simon’s Island, GA  

January 18, 2014: “Idealism in Question: Realisms Theological, Political, and Scientific,” 
Epworth January Adventure, St. Simon’s Island, GA  

January 18, 2014: “How I Got Like This,” Epworth January Adventure, St. Simon’s Island, GA  

January 19, 2014: “Religious Pluralism and the Spirit of Progressive Christianity,” Epworth 
January Adventure, St. Simon’s Island, GA  

February 18, 2014: “Liberal Theories of Justice and Religious Ethics: Facing up to Political 
Struggle,” Harvard University, Cambridge, MA  

April 4, 2014: “Religion in Public: A Conversation with Michael Sandel,” Capital Campaign 
Launch, Harvard Divinity School, Cambridge, MA 

April 11, 2014: “Economic Justice, Social Ethics, and Economic Democracy,” New Economy 
Coalition/New England Anglican Studies Conference, Harvard University, Cambridge, MA  

April 24, 2014: “Faith in Equality: Economic Justice and the Future of Religious Progressivism,” 
Brookings Institution, Washington, DC  

June 9, 2014: “Ideality, Social Justice, and Reality: A Memoir and an Argument,” Institute for 
American Religious and Philosophical Thought, Manitou Springs, CO  

July 5, 2014: “Theology in a Liberal Spirit: Idealism, Realism, and Postmodernity,” Conference 
on the Essence of Christian Liberalism, Gladstone’s Library, Hawarden, England 

July 6, 2014: “Three Faces of Liberalism: Britain, Germany, and the USA,” Gladstone’s Library, 
Hawarden, England 

July 8, 2014: “Kantian Reason and Hegelian Spirit: The Idealistic Logic of Modern Theology,” 
Oxford University, Oxford, England 

July 13, 2014: “Christian Communities and the Struggles for Justice,” St. Katharinekkirche, 
Frankfurt am Main, Germany 

July 14, 2014: “Global Economy, Corporate Power, and Economic Democracy,” 
Transatlantisches Forum, Evangelische Akademie Frankfurt, Frankfurt am Main, Germany 

July 15, 2014: “Kantian Reason and Hegelian Spirit: The Idealistic Logic of Modern Theology,” 
University of Tübingen, Tübingen, Germany   

September 20, 2014: “Rethinking Production and Consumption,” Panel Presentation, Religions 
for the Earth Conference, Union Theological Seminary, New York  
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October 11, 2014: “Justice in the Making: Theory, Niebuhr, and Economics,” Elmhurst College, 
Elmhurst, IL  

October 15, 2014: Panel on Scholarly Writing, Writing Center Program, Union Theological 
Seminary, New York  

October 19, 2014: “Idealism: Religious, Philosophical, Political and Social,” Unitarian 
Universalist Ministerial Association, Brunett Center, Federal Way, Oregon  

“October 20, 2014: “Theology in a Liberal, Post-Kantian, Postmodern Spirit,” UUMA, Federal 
Way, Oregon 

October 20, 2014: “Social Ethics, Global Economy, and Economic Democracy,” UUMA, Federal 
Way, Oregon 

October 21, 2014: “Ideality, Realism, and Divine Reality,” UUMA, Federal Way, Oregon  

October 25, 2014: “Social Ethics, Global Economy, and Economic Democracy,” Washington 
Gladden Lectures, First Congregational Church, Columbus, OH  

October 26, 2014: “The Coin of Caesar and the Kin-dom of God,” Gladden Lectures, Columbus, 
OH 

October 26, 2014: “The Social Gospel in Black and White,” Gladden Lectures, Columbus, OH  

November 3, 2014: “Ethics Across the Disciplines,” Ethics Center Colloquium, Columbia 
University, New York  

November 9, 2014: “The Coin of Caesar and the Kin-dom of God,” David McShane Lectures, 
First Presbyterian Church, Kalamazoo, MI  

November 9, 2014: “The Social Gospel in Black and White,” McShane Lectures, Kalamazoo, MI  

November 10, 2014: “Social Ethics, Global Economy, and Economic Democracy,” McShane 
Lectures, Kalamazoo, MI  

November 22, 2014: “Objective Subjectivity: Schelling, Hegel, Tillich and Post-Kantian 
Idealism,” American Academy of Religion, San Diego, CA  

November 23, 2014: “The Chicago School, John Cobb, and the Lure of Process Philosophy,” 
American Academy of Religion, San Diego, CA  
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COURSES TAUGHT, 1987-2005

Augustine and Aquinas (seminar) 
Christianity and Cultures
Contemporary Issues
Ethics and the Common Good
Feminist Theory and Feminist Theology (seminar) 
Issues in Biblical Interpretation (seminar) 
The Just Society
Liberation Theology
Modern Jewish Thought (seminar) 
Modern Theology
Realism and the Rhetoric of Liberation (seminar) 
Theological Ethics
Theology and Modern Culture
Theology and Science (seminar) 
Theology of the Spiritual Life
Theology and World Religions (seminar) 

COMMITTEE SERVICE AT KALAMAZOO COLLEGE 

Dean of Stetson Chapel, Kalamazoo College, 1987-2005

Director, Liberal Arts Colloquium Program, Kalamazoo College, 1987-2002

Chair/Coordinator, Humanities Division, Kalamazoo College, 1993-‘99

Chair, Religion Department, Kalamazoo College, 1994-2005

Chair, Philosophy Department, Kalamazoo College, 1997-’98

Chair, Forum Committee, Kalamazoo College, 1987-2002
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Chair, Commencement Committee, Kalamazoo College, 1987-2003

Member, Coordinating Committee on Multicultural Education, Kalamazoo College, 
1992-’94

Member, Faculty Program Committee on Multicultural Education, Kalamazoo College, 
1992-’93

Member, Campus Climate Committee on Multicultural Education, Kalamazoo College, 
1992-’93

Member, College Life Committee, 2002-'03

Faculty Advisor, Non-Violent Student Organizing Committee, 1996-‘99

Chair, Homer J. Armstrong Lecture Endowment Committee, 1987-2005

Chair, John E. and Rhea Y. Fetzer Lecture Endowment Committee, 1987-2005

Chair, Paul Lamont Thompson Lecture Endowment Committee, 1987-2005

Chair, William Weber Lecture Endowment Committee, 1987-2002

Member, Committee on Racism and Diversity, Kalamazoo College, 1987-’92

COMMITTEE SERVICE AT UNION THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY AND 
COLUMBIA UNIVERSITY

Academic Affairs Committee, UTS
Academic Program Committee, ATS and MSA Evaluations, UTS 
Awards and Honors Committee, CU 
Chair of Theology Field, UTS
Columbia University Senate
Committee on Appointments, UTS
Committee on Standing, UTS
Doctoral Admissions Committee, UTS 
Doctoral Admissions Committee, American Religions, CU, Religion Department
Doctoral Planning Committee, UTS
Religion Department, CU
Search Committee, Church History Field, UTS
Search Committee, Ethics Field, UTS (5) 
Search Committee, UTS President, UTS 
Search Committee, Paul Tillich Chair, UTS
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Search Committee, New Testament Field, UTS
Search Committee, Islamic Studies Position, UTS
Strategic Planning Committee, UTS
Theology Consortium, UTS
UTS Self-Study Committee, ATS and MSA Evaluations, UTS 

COURSES TAUGHT, 2005-present  

American Theological Liberalism, 1805-1930 
American Theological Liberalism, 1930-2005
Doctoral Seminar: Prospectus
Doctoral Seminar: Selected Topics 
History of Christian Ethics 
Justice and the World Order
Kant, Hegel, and Modern Theology
Social Ethics as a Discipline
Social Ethics as Social Criticism 
Social Ethics in the Making
Unitarian Universalist History 
Unitarian Universalist Theology 

OTHER PROFESSIONAL SERVICE

Theological Consultant, National Council of Churches, 1991-’93

Chair, Ethics Section, American Academy of Religion, Midwest Region, 1991-2001

Chair, Theology and Ethics Section, American Academy of Religion, Midwest Region, 
2001-2005

Executive Committee, Midwest Region, American Academy of Religion, 1991-2005

Executive Committee, Center for Western European Studies, Kalamazoo College, 
1989-’93

Interim Pastor, St. Luke’s Episcopal Church, 1991-’92

Editorial Board, American Journal of Theology and Philosophy, 2002-present

Peer reviewer for Baylor University Press, University of Chicago Press, Baker Books, 
Journal of American History, University of Illinois Press, State 
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University of New York Press, Orbis Books, Journal of Religion, 
Westminster John Knox Press, Fortress Press, Continuum International, 
University of Notre Dame Press, American Journal of Theology and 
Philosophy, Temple University Press.

Distinguished Lecturers Program, Organization of American Historians, 2003-present

Executive Committee, American Theological Society, 2003-2005

Vice President, American Theological Society, 2003-2004

President, American Theological Society, 2004-2005

Chair, Theology and Ethics Section, American Academy of Religion, Midwest Region, 
1991-2005 

Chair, Philosophy of Religion Section, American Academy of Religion, Midwest Region, 
2003-2005

Paul E. Raether Distinguished Scholar, Trinity College, Hartford, CT, 2008, 2009, 2010, 
2011, 2012.

Visiting Professor of Social Ethics, Harvard Divinity School, Cambridge, MA, 2013-’14 

WORK EXPERIENCE

2005-present Reinhold Niebuhr Professor of Social Ethics, Union Theological Seminary; 
and Professor of Religion, Columbia University, New York, NY.

2000-2005 Ann V. and Donald R. Parfet Distinguished Professor, Kalamazoo 
College, Kalamazoo, MI.

1987-2000  Assistant/Associate/Professor of Religion and Dean of Stetson Chapel, 
Kalamazoo College, Kalamazoo, MI.

1982-1987 Chaplain and Religion Department Chair, The Doane Stuart School, 
Albany, NY.; Associate Pastor, St. Andrew's Episcopal Church, Albany, 
NY.  

1979-1982 Teacher, Parsons Center School (for emotionally disturbed adolescents), 
Albany, NY.
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SELECTED SERMONS

July 10, 1987: "The Spirit and the Depths of God," Kalamazoo College.

October 2, 1987: "The Face of Christ," Kalamazoo College.

April 1, 1988: "The Peace of Christ," Kalamazoo College.

June 24, 1988,"The Mystery of Grace," Kalamazoo College.

September 30, 1988,"On Surrendering to the Good," Kalamazoo College.

March 31, 1988, "The Unfamiliar Name," Kalamazoo College.

August 25, 1989, "The Whirlwind and the Powers of the Weak," Kalamazoo College.

December 1, 1989, "In Memory and Solidarity," Kalamazoo College.

April 13, 1990, "Confronting Nothingness," Kalamazoo College.

September 28, 1990, "The Faces of Christ," Kalamazoo College.

January 11, 1991, "The Crisis in the Gulf...," Kalamazoo College.

October 4, 1991, "Breaking the Code," Kalamazoo College.

January 10, 1992, "On Being Truthful," Kalamazoo College.

April 3, 1992, "The Social Crisis and the Incarnation," Kalamazoo College.

October 2, 1992, "The Word in the Words," Kalamazoo College.

April 9, 1993, "Spirit in Ashes," Kalamazoo College.

October 1, 1993, "Knowledge for What?," Kalamazoo College.

April 1, 1994: "Good Friday: The Silent Word," Kalamazoo College.

July 24, 1994: “Spirit in the World," First Baptist Church, Kalamazoo, MI.

September 30, 1994: "And We Are Not Saved," Kalamazoo College.

November 6, 1994: “Traces of the Spirit," Kalamazoo College.

July 23, 1995: "Christ and the Spirit," First Baptist Church, Kalamazoo.
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September 29, 1995: "On Being Graced," Kalamazoo College.

October 29, 1995: "The Presence of the Kingdom," Kalamazoo College.

December 1, 1995: "Waiting for Light," Kalamazoo College, Stetson Chapel Advent 
Service.

January 5, 1996, "Beyond Pax Americana...," Kalamazoo College.

April 5, 1996: “The Breath of the Word,” Kalamazoo College. 

July 28, 1996: “Spirit and Beauty,” Westminster Presbyterian Church, Portage, MI.

October 4, 1996: “Temples Burning,” Kalamazoo College.

January 10, 1997: “Epiphany: Myth, Truth, Light and Grace,” Kalamazoo College.

March 7, 1997: “On Witnessing for Peace,” Kalamazoo College.

June 27, 1997: “Thinking About Divine Reality,” Kalamazoo College.

September 26, 1997: “‘The Things Eternal’ and Other Things,” Kalamazoo College.

November 9, 1997: “Speaking the Word,” Kalamazoo College.

September 25, 1998: “Climbing Off the Slippery Slope,” Kalamazoo College.

July 29, 2001: "Speaking the Word," First Presbyterian Church, Kalamazoo, MI.

August 5, 2001: "The Soul and the Things Eternal: What Are These Things?" Portage 
Unitarian Church, Portage, MI.

October 13, 2002: "The Authority of Experience," First United Methodist Church, 
Kalamazoo, MI.

April 13, 2003: "Pax Christi and Pax Americana," Christ Community Church, Spring 
Lake, MI.

November 9, 2003: "The Discerning Word," Fountain Street Church, Grand Rapids, MI.
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March 28, 2004: "The Affliction of the World and the Anguish of God," East 
Congregational United Church of Christ, Grand Rapids, MI.

October 17, 2004: "Truthfulness as a Way of Life," Portage Community Unitarian 
Universalist Fellowship, Portage, MI.

April 17, 2005: "Of Endings and Beginnings," St. Luke's Episcopal Church, Kalamazoo, 
MI.

March 26, 2006: “Signs of the Divine Mystery,” St. Francis Episcopal Church, Stamford, 
CT

April 1, 2007: “Jesus and the Excluded,” Trinity College Chapel, Hartford, CT  

  CURRENT ORGANIZATIONAL AFFILIATIONS

American Academy of Religion

American Theological Society

Amnesty International

Association for Religion and Intellectual Life

Episcopal Diocese of Kalamazoo

Episcopal Peace Fellowship

Fellowship of Reconciliation

Highlands Institute for American Religious and Philosophical Thought

National Association for the Advancement of Colored People

Society of Christian Ethics

Workgroup on Constructive Theology 

Athletic Activities:
Varsity football, baseball, golf; Midland High School
Varsity baseball, Alma College
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State and national paddleball tournaments, 1970-1975
Running, swimming, basketball, handball
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