Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA)

ELCA Candidacy Resources:
http:/ /www.elca.org/Resources/
Candidacy

Contact:

Becca Seely

Metropolitan New York Synod
475 Riverside Drive, Suite 162
New York, NY 10115
212-665-0732

Rev. Michael Cooper-White
(mcooperwhite@uts.columbia.ed
u)

Director of Lutheran Formation,
Union Theological Seminary

Bishop Paul Engensteiner or Rev.

While at Union:
1. Affiliate with ELCA seminary (“affiliation seminary”), if at
non-ELCA seminary (like Union).
After graduating with M.Div. degree from Union, complete:
2. One-year internship, placement and supervision through
affiliation seminary
3. One year of study at affiliation seminary, which provides
the theological education that covers the ELCA “church’s
understanding of the gospel, the ministry of this church as
expressed in the historic Lutheran Confessions, and the
mission of Christ’s church in today’s world...”
™ Depending on arrangements with affiliation seminary and Union,
one-year internship may be completed between the second and third
(final) years of the M.Div. degree program.

Additional ordination requirements:*

e Membership of ELCA church for one year.

e Start candidacy process by completing the Congregational
Registration Form with a synod. This online “entrance” form
needs to be signed by both the church pastor and Congregational
President.

e Sece candidacy manual (see link under “Resources”) for details of
process.

e Must have “a call” (placement) to be ordained.

*Requirements for ELCA ordination vary by synod. The above
expectations are typical of the Metro NY Synod. Confirm
requirements with your “home synod” (where you want to do your
candidacy).

M.Div. Degree, including:

Greek required; Hebrew
recommended

One unit of Supervised
Clinical Ministry (or
Clinical Pastoral
Education, CPE)

Boundaries Workshop
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