
New Student Orientation 2022
Union Theological Seminary in the City of New York

from lat. (oriri), to rise

to adjust to new circumstances or positions;
to find one's position again in relation to one's surroundings

to reacquaint someone, especially oneself, with a situation, environment;
to change the goal, focus, direction, or emphasis of (something or someone)



Dear Friends,

Welcome to Union! We’re looking forward to seeing you on campus. All spouses and
partners are welcome to attend any social events on the below calendar dates.

We’ll spend most of our time in our largest meeting space, James Chapel, which does
not have air conditioning. There will be fans and cool drinks, but please keep this in
mind for your comfort. The weather permitting, quad area (outside) is available for
lunch. So is Davie Terrace during breaks. There are a handful of benches on the quad,
feel free to bring a picnic blanket as well. On Monday, please wear shoes comfortable
enough to walk in for an hour. There will be stairs here and there but elevators are
available, too, if you need them. Please let your assigned tour guide know at the start of
the tour if you need any additional support!

We strongly suggest bringing a personal water bottle, a cup, reusable eating utensils,
and, perhaps, a food container if you have them. In February of 2021, Union formally
declared a climate emergency (click here for more)by making a commitment to become
an ecologically-resilient and green institution. We ask you to please reduce and
mindfully dispose of any waste. Talk to Ben and Nastia about city-wide composting! We
are mindful of the materials we chose to print out for this orientation and we hope to
move as many of them online as possible in the future.

As always, please extend kindness and grace to each other, address the person and they
would like to be addressed. Respect our shared space. Speak up for your needs. Be
yourself!

Finally, at the very end of this packet please find the vision behind this year’s theme as
written for the broader community. We hope that the whole of Union finds alignment
with it throughout the year.

Thank you for your patience and as we all collaborate in re-orienting to a new season.
Please direct all questions to orientation@utsnyc.edu or post them on Slack student
channels. There may be small changes to the schedule and we will announce them
promptly.

With deep respect and unwavering hope,
Dean Abby, Nastia, and Ben

https://utsnyc.edu/climate-emergency/#:~:text=(February%2010%2C%202021)%20Union,ecologically%2Dresilient%20and%20green%20institution.
https://utsnyc.edu/climate-emergency/#:~:text=(February%2010%2C%202021)%20Union,ecologically%2Dresilient%20and%20green%20institution.


MONDAY, AUGUST 22ND – FRIDAY, AUGUST 26TH

12:00 PM – 1:30 PM UT 101 Required for MDiv and MAR students.
Online

SUNDAY, AUGUST 28TH

10:30 AM – 12:30 PM Worship with the
Riverside Church
Hastings Entrance

Meet Nastia outside of Hastings main entrance to walk
over to the church where Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.
delivered the Beyond Vietnam speech in 1967.

4:30 PM – 5:30 PM Residence Hall Meeting
with Student Life
Assistants (SLAs)
Room 207

Please come to learn about residential life at Union. We
will go over the student handbook and begin to foster
healthy ways of living together on campus. Required for
on-campus residents, optional for commuters (lounges
and Bonhoeffer room guidelines will be discussed).

6:00 PM – 8:00 PM Community Cookout
The Quad

All are invited: new and returning students,
families, faculty, and staff!

MONDAY, AUGUST 29TH

8:00 AM – 9:00 AM Commuter Check-In
Hastings Lobby

Welcome, commuters! Pick up your Union ID,
Orientation folder, and Union swag.

8:30 AM – 8:55 AM Zazen with Laura C.
(optional)
Meet in the Pit

Join for a brief sitting meditation with a BIE student
Laura Cohen. All are welcome, basic instructions will be
provided. No RSVPs necessary, but please look out for a
message on #incomingclassof2022 Slack channel, asking
to indicate attendance. This will be helpful to Laura.

9:00 AM – 9:30 AM Welcome to Union
James Chapel

Meet your orientation ambassadors and members of the
UTS administration as we welcome you to your new
community!

9:30 AM – 10:00 AM Building Community
James Chapel

Let’s get to know who is in the room!

10:10 AM – 11:40 AM Student Support for the
Journey
James Chapel

Meet the people who are here to support your well -
being as a student. Led by Abigail Asgaralli, Assistant
Dean of Student Affairs, with Michael O., Housing
Director.

11:45 AM – 12:15 PM Chapel
The Quad

Dr. Sandra Montes, Dean of Chapel, and Chapel
Ministers will lead our opening chapel dedicated to the
Earth, one who sustains and holds everyone and
everything. The Earth is a part of our community, too!

12:15 PM – 12:25 PM CEE Welcome
Quad

Karenna Gore, founder and executive director of Center
for Earth Ethics at Union, will introduce the work of
CEE.

12:30 PM – 1:25 PM Lunch
Quad

Lunch provided by a local favorite, Oasis Jimma Juice
Bar.

1:35 PM – 4:30 PM Campus Tours
Room 207

Enjoy a guided tour of campus and reflection time with
Orientation Ambassadors, Student Life Assistants and
returning students.

5:00 PM – 6:00 PM Development Happy
Hour (optional)
Stewart Room

Join Union’s development office to learn about the
importance of student philanthropy, scholarships, the
class gift, and future giving days over drinks.

https://www.trcnyc.org/affiliations/
https://centerforearthethics.org/
https://centerforearthethics.org/


TUESDAY, AUGUST 30TH

8:30 AM – 8:55 AM Morning Prayer
(optional)
Meet in the Pit

Join EDS student Larisa Shaterian for Episcopal
Morning Prayer service. All are welcome! Please look
out for a message on #incomingclassof2022 Slack
channel to let us know you’ll be coming.

9:00 AM – 9:50 AM Introducing the
Library: Resources,
Support & Exploration
James Chapel

The Burke Library is a key part of the learning
experience at Union. Meet Carolyn Bratnober, Public
Services Librarian, from the Burke Library, a Union
alum with years of theological librarianship
experience, for an overview of the services and
resources available. Learn key information about
obtaining course readings online. Identify research
services and support channels available in person and
remotely such as the ask-a-librarian chat feature for
help with research, citations and formatting, and IT
troubleshooting. Get tips and tricks for exploring the
vast online multimedia resources available through
the Columbia University Libraries.

9:55 AM – 10:10 AM Break and
Transition

Take time to breathe, stretch, hydrate, or whatever
you need to refuel your body and mind, to care. Get
out and enjoy some fresh air on Davie Terrace. Snacks
and drinks provided by our IT Department.

10:15 AM – 12:15 PM An Embodied
Relational Ethic
Room 207

A workshop facilitated by Rev. Edgard Francisco
Danielson, PhD, LP, on creating a beloved community
around sexuality, consent and boundaries. During the
workshop, participants engage in activities that model
empathetic listening and dialogue, learn about
storytelling as a tool for liberation, and delve into
queer theology as embodied and intersectional
theology. Participants also explore sexual ethics and
self-care through the lens of a relational approach.

12:15 PM – 12:25 PM Interfaith
Welcome
Room 207

Current students will share about interfaith presence
on campus and ways to engage.

12:30 PM – 1:25 PM Lunch
the Quad

Lunch provided by Nikko’s (Japanese).

1:30 PM – 2:00 PM Chapel
James Chapel

Dr. Sandra Montes, Dean of Chapel, and Chapel
ministers lead the community in reflection and
interfaith worship based on the day’s theme.

2:00 PM – 5:00 PM Academic Advising
Various Locations

Assigned 15-20 minute appointment with your
academic advisor to discuss courses and intentions for
your degree program. See your Orientation folder for
more info. When not in an advising session or attending
a support info session (see below), please feel free to
stop by the Pit to ask questions, socialize, play games,
and debrief with OAs and SLAs. The quad will be
available for outdoor games as well.



2:00 PM

2:45 PM

3:30 PM

4:15 PM

Information sessions will
start at each of the designated
times. Please rotate from
room to room accordingly,
prioritizing the Financial
Aid session first).

Support Rotations:

Financial Aid
Room 207

E-portfolios
Room 205A

Moodle
Room 205

Join Melissa Desravines to learn all you need to know
about navigating the financial side of seminary.

Join Chris McFadden to learn how to access and upload
documents to your e-portfolio in Google Drive, as well as
required documentation for the e-portfolio during your
degree term.

Join Victoria Dunnam and David Gastwirth to learn
about Union’s Learning Management System (LMS) that
faculty typically use for asynchronous work including
assignments (posting and student submission),
discussions, quizzes, etc.

6:45 PM – 8:00 PM Riverside Park
(optional)
Meet outside Hastings
Entrance

Meet OAs for a walk through Riverside Park in the
sunset light.



WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 31TH

8:30 AM – 8:55 AM Yoga with Amanda M.
Meet in the Pit

Meet Amanda Munroe, MDiv, for a simple yoga
practice. Please bring a mat or a towel and wear
comfortable bottoms; look out for a message on
#incomingclassof2022 Slack channel to let us know
you’ll be coming.

9:00 AM – 9:30 AM Chapel
Meet in AD 30

Meet the Chapel Team in this classroom to reflect on
how every space and activity on campus can hold the
sacred.

9:30 AM – 10:30 AM Student Leader Panel
James Chapel

Meet members of the student senate and ask
questions about all things student life at Union.

10:30 AM – 11:00 AM Disability Services
James Chapel

This brief session describes how to access support for
students with needs and destigmatizing disabilities
on campus.

11:00 AM – 11:10 AM Break and Transition We are committed to sustainable pace and life-giving
energies. Reattune, to how your body and mind feel,
you know what to do to take care now! Snacks
provided by our IT Department.

11:15 AM – 11:45 AM Writing Center Introduction
Various Locations

The Writing Center at Union Theological Seminary
equips students with resources to aid in the writing
process. The Writing Center staff teaches students
how to correct their own mistakes (as opposed to
copyediting student work) by showing students
techniques to improve their writing through
personal consultation. Facilitated by Dr. Amy
Meverden!

11:45 AM – 11:55 AM Kairos Center Introduction
Room 207

Hear about what Kairos Center, a key agent in the
Poor People’s Campaign, is and does! Work-study
opportunities available.

12:00 PM  – 12:55 PM Lunch
Room 207, outside

Lunch provided by Ken’s Cooking Lounge.

1:00 PM – 4:00 PM Courageous Conversations
Room 207

Race, identity, and racism shape our lives in small
and large ways, especially as you move into life and
work at Union. Through interactive activities,
students will explore their own personalities and
styles of communication to engage in difficult
conversations with authenticity, ease and grace. 

4:10 PM – 5:00 PM Closing Session
James Chapel

Gather one final time (officially) to reflect on the
three days of orientation and mindfully close the
activities with and in community.

7:00 PM – 8:30 PM Queer Gathering
(optional)
Hastings 123, Michael O.’s

All are welcome to the Queer Gathering, co-hosted
by the one and only Michael O. and Queer
Caucus. Catch up with old friends and make new
ones over drinks and small bites. Check Slack for
more information!



THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 1ST

8:30 AM – 9:30 AM Morning Ritual: Morningside
Park with Nastia K.
Meet outside Hastings Entrance

We will walk as a group to nearby Morningside
Park and then disperse (or stay with friends) to
spend some quiet time with nature, walk, jog, or
run on our own.

9:30 AM – 5:00 PM Finish Library
Scavenger Hunt
Remotely

Please use this block of unscheduled time to
complete Burke Library Scavenger Hunt. Its
completion will let you be prepared to use the
full spectrum of services offered at Union, as
well as receive “a pass” for PUB later in the day.

8:00 PM – 11:00 PM Inaugural PUB
McGiffert 811

Find your way to McGiffert 811 (hint: elevator B)
and celebrate with us the end of orientation and
the approaching start of the school year. PUB is
a weekly social gathering (and a long-standing
tradition) for all Union students.

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 7TH

4:00 PM – 6:00 PM New Student
Convocation
James Chapel

All are invited to this special event at which
first- year students will be formally welcomed
to the Union community.

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 9TH

1:30 PM – 2:15 PM Sexual Violence
Response Training
Zoom

Zoom will be provided by email from Dean Abby.

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 14TH

1:00 PM – 3:00 PM Caucus Fair
Check Slack for Location

Learn about Caucuses and Clubs at Union!
Meet people! Have fun!



Re-Orienting: Community, Care, Courage
New Student Orientation 2022

The sea rises, the light fails, lovers cling to each other, and children cling to us.
The moment we cease to hold each other, the moment we break faith

with one another, the sea engulfs us and the light goes out.
James Baldwin, Nothing Personal

Greetings, Union Friends and Colleagues,

This year we were looking for a theme that could serve as a grounding statement not just for
the three days of orientation, but for the year to come; not just for the new students, but for all
who make up the Union community.

Many of us have had much re-orienting to do: from things as they had been, to online studies
during the outbreak of Covid, and now back to in person classes, rituals, and meals. Getting
oriented again and again seems to be a lifelong, continuous practice that helps us recall who
we are, where we are going, and how we want to live. Our incoming students, especially, are
doing a significant amount of re-orienting as they step into a new season of their lives.

At Union, much of our way-finding is shaped by both our remarkable legacy, and our present
community. Even as we learn to do this better, we know what caring for self, for one another,
and the Earth can look like. It is about being compassionate, honest, just, tending to the whole.
We want to keep this spirit as a permanent leitmotif of our orientation, rather than it becoming
an exhausting “information dump,” something that many orientations are infamous for. Our
True North is liberation, and good theology in both word and in deed is what becomes the
wind in our sails. We may lose focus at times, but there is always space and grace to re-orient.

Many thinkers we encounter while studying at Union have profound things to offer in this
ongoing re-orientation. James Baldwin, a key figure for many of us, wrote movingly about
reorientation and self-creation, particularly in his essay Nothing Personal. Therein, he remarks
that a person has two selves: one provisional and perpetually invented, and “the
undiscoverable self which always has the power to blow the provisional self to bits.” We must
constantly remake the provisional self out of stories, ideals, virtues, and vices.

The work of seminarians is to attune ourselves deeply to the question of what is available, and
what needs to be created, so that we can build dynamic, grounded personal and collective
selves.

We have worked to create an introduction to life at Union Theological Seminary which will
reorient us to these questions in a communal, caring, and courageous spirit. Thank you for
joining us in this work!

Nastia Khlopina (MDiv ‘23) and Ben Heaney (MDiv ‘23)


